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1st,  Starkville,  celebrates  150th 


in  worship  services  made  two  ser-  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Canada.  By  to  grow  at  First  Baptist.  Minister  of 

vices  necessary.  In  1961,  the  new  sane-  1976,  the  church  was  recognized  as  music.  Tanner  Riley,  who  joined  the 

tuary  was  constructed  with  a  seating  havii^  ^e  largest  music  ministry  in  staff  in  1986,  was  instnunental  in  ob- 

capatnty  of  1,250.  Mississippi.  "  taining  a  Moehler  pipe  organ  for  the 

In  the  summer  of  1967,  Applegate  The  most  recent  construction  pro-  sanctuary.  Minister  of  education,  Tted 
was  diagnosed  with  multiple  ject  occurred  in  1979  when  the  Ap-  Thylor,  has  launched  innovative  pro¬ 
sclerosis.  He  preached  his  final  ser-  plegate  Building  was  added  to  house  grams  and  increased  emphasis  on 

construction  of  an  inside  baptistry.  ed  through  the  church’s  doors.  The  mon  as  pastor  in  May  1971.  the  music,  youth,  and  educational  family  needs 

The  first  sanctuary,  a  wood-framed  late  Owen  Cooper  of  Yazoo  City  was  The  Lloyds’  ministry  . . .  programs.  The  ministry  to  youth  and  univer- 

building,  was  built  for  about  $322  in  an  active  member  of  PBC  while  a  stu-  R.  Raymond  Lloyd  began  his  Out  of  pride  and  respect  for  the  sity  students  has  continued  to  be  a 

1842  on  the  site  of  the  present  old  sane-  dent  at  A  &  M.  Serving  as  the  national  ministry  in  May  1972.  He  was  respon-  church’s  history,  the  members  voted  priority  for  the  church  under  the 

tuary  on  the  comer  of  Lampkin  and  convention  president  in  1973-75,  sible  for  initiating  the  Wednesday  in  1984  to  restore  the  old  sanctuary,  guidance  of  minister  of  students  Jeff 

Lafayette  streets.  Cooper  was  the  last  layman  to  hold  family  night  suppers  and  many  in-  which  had  been  used  for  classrooms  Powell.  After  joining  the  FBC  staff  in 

The  Civil  War  years  . . .  that  office.  novative  worship  services  such  as  his  until  the  construction  of  the  Applegate  1985,  he  began  PARTY  (Presenting 

Even  in  the  early  years  of  the  The  Applegates’  ministry  . . .  “First  Person  Sermons”  where  he  Building.  The  restoration  project  is  Authentic  Religion  Tb  Youth) 

church  before  the  Civil  War,  the  Bap-  A  definite  asset  to  the  church’s  portrays  biblical  character^such  as  scheduled  to  be  completed  1^  August,  meetings  on  Wednesday  nights  In 
tists  ministered  to  all  races.  A  black  ministry  to  youth  and  university  came  Isaiah,  Amos,  Judas,  and  the  Roman  Promise  for  the  future  .. .  1988,  worship  services  were  reorgsiniz- 

slave  was  one  of  the  13  charter  in  1955  when  D.  C.  Applegate  became  centurion.  The  mid-1980s  held  some  sorrowful  ed  to  allow  for  a  university  stude^led 

members.  When  the  church  was  six  the  pastor.  Attendance  in  educational  In  1973,  under  the  music  ministry  of  times  for  the  church.  In  November  wwship  with  Pastor  Lloyd  preachiiig, 

years  old,  membership  counted  72  classes  and  worship  services  soared.  C.  TYintt  Roberts,  the  church  purchas-  1983,  the  Lloyds’  youngest  daughter,  dmW  the  hour  other  memters  are  in 

whites  and  31  blacks.  Separation  of  During  the  Applegate  ministry,  the  ed  its  first  set  of  handbells.  Under  his  Linda,  was  killed  in  a  car  accident  Sunday  School, 

the  two  races  came  with  the  establish-  Ray  Memorial  Building  was  con-  direction,  the  handbell  choirs  have  while  returning  to  college  in  Birm-  Linda  Moore  is  a  member  of  First 

ment  of  the  Second  Baptist  Church  in  structed  in  1956.  Capacity  attendance  traveled  to  such  places  as  Brazil,  ingham.  Deaths  of  three  of  the  church  Church  Starkville 

1867. 

During  the  Civil  War,  members  held 
services  at  the  Methodist  church 
while  First  Baptist’s  building  was  be¬ 
ing  used  as  a  Confederate  hospital. 

The  Baptist  pastor  at  the  time,  T.  G. 

Sellars,  serv^  as  a  volunteer  in  the 
Confederate  army  for  two  years 
before  returning  to  the  church. 

Growing  membership  following  the 
war  call^  for  a  larger  building.  In 
1889,  the  church  building  was  sold  for 
$137.50  and  the  brick  sanctuary,  which 
is  now  called  the  chapel,  was  built  on 
the  same  site  for  $12,000.  Education 
wings  were  added  in  1914  and  1922. 

James  D.  Ray,  for  whom  the  Ray 
Memorial  Building  is  named,  began 
his  pastorate  in  1917.  His  daughter, 

Frances  Scales,  still  resides  in 
Starkville. 

Mississippi  A  &  M  College  . .  . 

First  Baptist  Church  was  39  years 
old  when  Mississippi  Agricultural  & 

Mechanical  College  opened  in 
Starkville  in  1878.  The  college’s  lirst 
president,  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  serv¬ 
ed  the  church  as  a  deacon. 

The  Baptists  continued  a  close 
association  with  the  college  and  have 
been  instrumental  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  and  continued  ministry  of  the 
Baptist  Student  Union.  Starkville 
Baptists  were  the  primary  funding 
source  of  the  BSU  throughout  the  ear¬ 
ly  years.  The  first  BSU,  Erectors  were 
funded  by  the  budget  at  First  Baptist. 

It  was  not  until  1964  thattbe  ^lississip- 
pl  Baptist  (3onaontion  began  funding^ 
the  director's  salaiy;' 

Because  students  in  the  early  years 
were  prohibited  from  bringing  cars  to 
college.  First  Baptist  took  up  a  love  of¬ 
fering  to  obtain  transportation  for  the 
students  to  church.  A  bus  chassis  was 

Eurchased  and  Uie  students  built  the 
us  body. 

'Throughout  the  150  years,  many 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  have  pass- 


StXriviU*,  Missisyyt 


First  Church,  Starkville.  was  host  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  1877  and  of  the  Starkville  church.  The  old  sanctuary  shown,  now  called  the  chapel,  is  being 
again  in  1896.  Messengers  at  one  of  those  annual  meetings  gather,  above,  in  front  restored. 
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The  institutioi^  of  the  Mississippi  has  pointed  out  that  offerings  have  not  less,  though  the  Village  officials  did 
Baptist  Convention  are  privileged  to  come  up  to  expectations,  and  a  crisis  not  point  this  out.  It  is  simply  from  the 
^  before  the  churches  of  the  conven-  is  in  the  offing.  figuring  by  the  editor, 

tion  with  requests  for  money  on  The  Mother’s  Day  offering  is  just  The  efforts  of  the  Mississippi  Mis- 
specified  occasions.  One  of  those  oc-  around  the  corner,  and  this  is  a  plea  sion,  however,  may  have  caus^  some 
casions  is  Mother’s  Day,  and  the  in-  for  generous  support  of  that  fund-  tofeelthatmoneyisnotsodesperate- 
stitution  d^ignated  for  an  offering  on  raising  effort  through  the  churches,  ly  needed  anymore.  Such  is  not  the 
that  day  is  the  Mississippi  Baptist  But  the  financial  ne^  is  more  urgent  case. 

Children’s  Village.  than  can  be  addressed  by  waiting  un-  So  while  this  is  a  plea  on  the  one 

The  Baptist  Record  always  tries  to  til  Mother’s  Day,  so  the  Village  has  ap-  hand  not  to  let  the  Mother’s  Day  offer- 
support  this  request,  particularly  pealed  to  individual  Mississippi  Bap-  ing  suffer,  there  are  more  immediate 
because  the  money  that  is  forthcom-  tists  to  come  to  its  aid.  It  cannot  ask  needs  that  must  be  met  at  the 

moment. 

The  children  who  are  residents  of 
the  Village  are  our  children.  We  must 
take  care  of  them.  We  cannot  afford 
to  allow  our  own  family  to  suffer, 
is  a  cash  flow  problem  only.  The  especially  our  children. 

Village  is  not  in  danger  of  financial  Mississippi  Baptists  need  to  know 
collapse,  blit  there  are  needs  that  that  87  fewer  churches  made  offerings 
must  be  met.  For  instance,  insurance  to  the  Village  in  1988  than  did  so  in 
cost  has  skyrocketed  this  year.  1987.  Also  it  has  been  five  years  since 

There  may  be  those  who  think  that  the  goal  of  the  Mother’s  Day  offering 
the  successful  conclusion  of  the  has  been  met.  Over  th^  last  15  years, 
Mississii^i  Mission  should  have  taken  two-thirds  of  the  appeals  of  the  Village 
care  of  everything,  but  it  must  be  have  been  short  at  least  20  percent, 
remembered  that  that  is  an  endow-  So  this  is  not  a  situation  that 
ment  fund.  It  will  be  years  before  developed  overnight.  While  the 


ing  goes  to  help  the  Village  care  for  the  churches  to  help  meet  this  addi 
children  who  would  have  no  other  tional,  for  it  can  go  to  the  churches  on 
place  to  turn.  ’  --  -  -  — 

So  we  must  c^the  attention  of  the 
churches  to  the'forthcoming  offering 
for  that  purpose  and  ask  that  the 
members  of  the  churches  be  generous 
as  they  participate  in  the  offering. 

The  Children’s  Village  is  not  a  home 
for  orphans  anymore.  In  fact,  its 
residents  are  not  young  children  par¬ 
ticularly.  To  a  great  extent  they  are 
teenagers  who  need  help.  In  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  cases,  the  Children’s 
Village  could  be  the  last  resort.  Tliose 
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Take  care  of  the  children 


abandoned,  but  they  need  someone  to 
help  them;  and  we  have  been  given 
that  mandate  by  the  Lord  himself. 

It  takes  more  money,  however,  to 
care  for  a  teenager  than  it  does  for  a 
younger  child.  So  the  Mother’s  Day  of¬ 
ferings  are  a  vital  necessity. 

There  is  more  to  it  than  that,  this 
year,  however.  Once  again  the  Village 


mere  win  oe  sigmticant  income  trom 
that  effort.  And  the  Children’s  Village 
is  the  recipient  of  only  10  percent  of 
a  portion  of  the  income  from 
Mississippi  Mission.  In  other  wortb, 
when  all  of  the  money  has  come  in  for 
Mississippi  Mission,  the  Village  por¬ 
tion  will  not  be  $4  million  because  of 
the  various  options  that  were  possible 
More  likely,  it  will  be  $1  million  or 


Village  has  continued  to  meet  its 
obligations,  the  money  with  which  to 
do  so  has  been  dwindling.  What  is 
needed  right  now  is  unrestricted 
operations  cash.  Designated  offerings 
are  fine,  but  they  are  not  what  is  n^- 
ed  right  now.  There  are  bills  to  be  paid 
that  are  the  result  of  escalating  costs 
matched  against  dwindling  income. 

We  must  take  care  of  our  children. 


Baptist  Beliefs  .  .  . 

Kingdom  greatness 


_^By  Herschel  H.  Hobbs 


Tragedy  in  Ethiopia 


Tragedy  is  no  respecter  of  persons ; 
and  yet  it  seems  that  in  the  far 
reaches  of  some  remote  areas  serv¬ 
ed  by  our  missionaries,  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  tragedy  is  more  acute  than  we 
have  to  deal  with  in  our  daily  lives  in 
the  United  States. 

Sam  and  Ginny  Cannata  are  cases 
in  point.  Those  folks,  it  would  seem, 
are  genuine  heroes  of  the  faith.  They 
are  missionaries  in  Tanzania,  and 
they  have  always  been  found  where 
the  need  is  the  greatest.  They  have  not 
seemed  to  regard  their  own  personal 
circumstances  or  safety  as  they  have 
served. 


Years  ago,  Sam,  a  medical  doctor, 
was  treating  a  boy  in  Rhodesia  (now 
Zimbabwe)  when  the  boy  coughed. 
Foreign  matter  entered  one  of  l^m’s 
eyes,  and  he  lost  the  sight  in  it. 

Later  Sam  was  arrested  by  the 
Ethiopian  government,  where  they 
were  serving  at  the  time,  on  a 
trum]^  up  charge.  He  was  released 
following  a  24-hour  prayer  vigil  by  the 
other  missionaries. 

Now  has  come  a  more  real  tragedy 
than  any  of  the  other  situations.  Their 
27-year-old  son,  a  volunteer  worker  in 
Ethimia,  for  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  was  killed  in  a  pickup  accident 


on  a  mountainside  in  Ethiopia.  The 
Cannatas  were  a  long  way  from  other 
family  members  when  the  tragedy 
struck.  Ginny  Clannata  is  from  Hollan- 
dale.  Miss.  Her  father  died  in 
December,  but  she  could  not  come 
back  for  the  funeral  because  she  could 
not  be  reached  with  the  word  in  time 
to  make  the  trip. 

Though  there  are  other  mis¬ 
sionaries  close  by  in  most  instances, 
it  must  be  a  lonely  experience  to  face 
such  circumstances  so  far  from  home 
Surely  we  will  remember  the  Can¬ 
natas  in  this  time  of  sadness. 


“And  whosoever  will  be  chief  among 
you,  let  him  be  your  servant.”  —  Mat¬ 
thew  20:27 

Even  among  the  12  apostles  there 
was  a  constant  power  struggle  as  to 
greatness  in  Christ’s  kingdom.  James 
and  John  had  just  asked  for  the  two 
chief  places  in  it.  The  other  10 
resent^  it,  for  each  wanted  that  role. 
Jesus  said  their  efforts  were  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  pagan  standard.  In  verses 
26-27  he  gave  the  kingdom  standard  of 
greatness. 

Note  “great”  (v.  26)  and  “chief”  or 
“first”  (  V.  27).  In  verse  26  Jesus  said, 
“Let  him  be  your  minister”  or 
diakonos.  In  verse  27  He  used  “ser¬ 
vant”  (doulos).  Both  words  were  us¬ 
ed  for  slaves.  Doulos  denotes  status, 
a  slave  over  against  a  free  man. 


Diakonos  refers  to  the  service 
rendered  by  a  doulos  or  slave. 

In  verse  28  Jesus  said  that  even  he 
came  not  to  be  ministered  to  but  to 
minister,  even  to  giving  his  life  as  a 
ransom  for  lost  people  “For  many” 
was  the  Hebrew  way  of  saying  “for 
all.”  The  verb  forms  in  verse  28  are 
those  related  to  diakonos.  Jesus  did 
not  win  our  faith  and  love  by  crack¬ 
ing  a  whip  over  our  heads.  He  did  it 
by  the  service  he  rendered  on  our 
behalf,  even  to  the  point  of  dying  for 
us. 

The  world  judges  greatness  by  the 
number  of  people  who  serve  us.  God 
judges  it  by  the  number  of  people  we 
serve.  Which  standard  are  you 
following? 

Herschel  Hobbs  is  pastor  emeritus 
of  First  Church,  Oklahoma  City. 


Guest  opinion  ... 

We  must  be  reconciled 


By  Robert  E.  Shaw 

It  is  disturbing  to  read  about  the  commission  was  to  the  Gentiles,  while  had  a  meeting  to  resolve  the  dif- 
division  among  those  of  the  Christian  Peter’s  main  commission  was  to  thdu<  ferences.  This  is  recorded  in  chanter 
faith,  especially  our  Southern  Baptist  Jews.  For  the  most  part,  the  Southern  IS  of  Acts 
Convention.  We  who  have  read  and  Baptist  Convention  is  made  up  of  Gen- 

studied  the  Bible  can  call  to  mind  tiles  saved  by  grace  through  faith  in  When  anyone  reads  and  studies 
many  instructions  to  correct  the  our  Lord  Jesus  C3irist.  chapter  two  of  Galatians  he  should 

division.  We  can  see  in  Gal.  2  that  some  of  the  also  read  chapter  15  of  Acts,  for  in  this 

First  of  all,  I  would  like  to  remind  apostles  were  trying  to  compel  chapter  you  can  see  how  and  what 
all  who  will  read  this  that  there  was  members  to  live  by  their  standards,  they  agr^  to,  thus  bringing  rejoic- 
great  division  among  the  apostlfe  and  creating  sharp  division.  'They  all  knew  ing  and  consolation  to  the  members 
members  of  the  church  at  Antioch  it  was  wrong  for  the  church  to  be  of  the  church  at  Antioch  If  each  of  the 
(Galatians  chapter  2).  Paul’s  main  divided  as  it  was;  therefore,  they  all  (Continued«on  page  10) 


Trends  in  religious  life 
stay  largely  unchanged 

PRINCETON,  N  J.  (EP)  —  American  religious  life  continues  to  be 
remarkably  stable,  according  to  a  study  released  by  the  Gallup  organiza¬ 
tion.  The  stud^  found  little  ctenge  in  church  or  synagogue  attendance 
or  membership,  and  in  the  importance  placed  on^ligion 

In  a  typical  week  of  1988,  42  percent  of  adults  attended  church  or 
synagogue,  according  to  the  poll.  This  figure  has  stayed  steady  since 
1969,  though  it  has  declined  from  its  high  point  of  49  percent  in  1955  and 
1958.  The  attendance  figures  in  the  study  are  based  on  polls  during 
selected  weeks  of  May  and  October,  1988. 

The  1988  audit  also  found  that  two-thirds  (67  percent)  of  U.S.  adults 
say  they  are  members  of  a  church  or  synagogue,  the  lowest  figure  record¬ 
ed,  but  changed  little  from  the  previous  year’s  report. 

A  majority  of  those  surveyed  (54  percent)  say  they  consider  religion 
to  be  very  important;  ttos  figure  represents  no  significant  change  from 
the  previous  year,  but  is  down  sharply  from  the  high  point  recorded  in 
1952,  when  75  percent  said  they  considered  religion  to  be  very  important. 


anp  Help  os/' 


CIXI  seminar  focuses 
on  sanctity  of  life 


Gulfshore  wing  to  be  (ledicated 


By  D«b  Martin  &  Louis  Moore 


KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (BP)  - 
Speakers  at  a  sanctity  of  life  seminar 
ran^  from  discussion  of  a  letter¬ 
writing  campaign  to  Supreme  CkHirt 
Justice  Sammt  Day  O’Connor  to  ti» 
question  of  care  for  handicapped 
babies  in  an  abortion-free  society. 

The  speakers  delivered  their  ad¬ 
dresses  during  the  Christian  Life 
Commissicmls  annual  seminar  here  to 
209  registered  participants. 

“We  wanted  to  help  pec^ie  under- 
.  stand  this  is  a  comprui^ive  subject. 

People  have  complained  that  sanc¬ 
tity  ot  life  is  more  than  an  abortion 
issue. 

We  have  tried  to  address  that,  said 
Richard  Umd,  <}LC  executive  duector. 
“We  talked  about  abmtian  but  ako 
about  many  otbo-  issues  such  as 
hunger,  euthanakia,  pornography, 
gen^c  engineering  teenage  suidcfe 
sexuality,  and  alcdiol  and  drug 
abuse.” 

During  the  contowoce,  which  Aew 
209  rostered  participants,  two 
speakm  concentrated  mi  abortion, 
althou^  others  toudb«d  <»  the  issue 
as  th^  spoke  on  other  topics. 

Gary  Bauer,  a  formm‘  White  House 
staH  member  and  now  vice  preddent 
(rf  FYxnis  (m  the  Family,  who  spoke  on 
child  pomograi%,  announced  a 
letter-writing  camptdgn  to  the  U.S. 
SufK^e  Court  <«  a  pending  aborti<m 
case 

Writing  letters  to  the  court  is  not 
common,  he  said,  but  added,  “Justices 
are  affected  by  public  oiHnion.”  He 
said  four  justices  favor  current  abm*- 
tion  rulings,  while  four  are  opposed. 
“1  encourage  you  to  write  to  Justice 
Sandra  Day  O’dkinnor  whose  vote  is  in 
doubt,”  he  said. 

In  a  keynote  address,  author  C!alvin 
Miller,  pastor  of  Westside  Church  in 
Omaha,  Neb.,  told  participants,  “With 
every  little  life  we  scrape  from  the 
womb,  we  die  a  little  more.”  The 
United  States,  with  1.8  children  per 
family,  “is  an  aging,  dying  nation,”  he 
said. 

“By  2025,  a  scant  35  years  from  now, 
the  U.S.  will  have  twice  as  many 
grandparents  as  babies.  Our  burials 
will  soar  as  our  births  decline,”  he 
said,  noting  the  ‘^mmand  of  God  to 
be  fruitful  and  multiply.  The  whole 
point  of  this  paper  is  that  being  fruit 
ful  and  multiplying  go  together 


. . .  (and)  we  sin  being  unfruitful 
and  vanishing  from  the  lace  <rf  the 
earth.” 

Kenneth  Kantzer,  former  editor  of 
Christianity.  Ibday,  now  emeritus 
dean  of  Trinity  Evangelical  Divinity 
School  in  Demfield,  nE,  traced  a  posi¬ 
tion  that  would  allow  abortimi  when 
the  life  of  the  mothm*  is  threataoed,  in 
cases  of  rape  or  incest,  or  whoi  severe 
fetal  deformity  occurs.  Such  cases,  he 
said,  “account  for  only  one-half  of  1 
percent  of  all  abortions.” 

Ckmunenting  that  a  ‘^careful  ap- 
|Maisal  of  the  American  scene  makes 
it  evident  that  no  absolutist  law  or 
constitutional  ammulment  (banning 
abwtioas)  has  the  renu^est  diance  of 
passing  in  the  near  future,”  Kantzer 
said;  ‘^mne  smt  <rflaw  that  would  at 
least  eliminate  (me  df  the  most 
frif^htdiiig  trends  of  our  day — atxH-- 
hon  on  demand  —  is  well  wdtfain  our 
rea(±. 

“If  evangelicals  and  their  political 
and  social  allies  who  sunp^  laws 
against  abortion  would  prove  fer- 
sighted  enough  and  cooperative 
mioogh  to  pass  such  a  law,  would  be 
IM^red  fix- the  consecpiences? 
of  thousands  of  baMes,  now  abrnted, 
would  be  brou^t  to  term.  Many 
would  prove  viable;  would  live  and 
some  would  grow  to  maturity  but 
would  be  defcraed. 

“Are  we  faepared  to  share  in  the 
care  of  these  handi(»iged  babies?  If 
we  cannot  answer  yes  to  these  ques- 
tiiHis,  we  have  no  right  on  moral 
grounds  to  oppose  their  abortion”  be 
said. 

On  pornography,  Thomas  Parker, 
professor  of  counseling  at  Dallas 
Theological  Seminary,  told  par¬ 
ticipants  enough  anti-pornography 
laws  already  exist  —  if  enforc^  —  to 
begin  making  a  (ient  in  the  por¬ 
nography  industry. 

He  urged  the  CLC  to  publish 
materials  on  helping  citizens  pursue 
passage  of  other  anti-pornography 
laws. 

Death  —  suicide  and  euthanasia  — 
were  addressed  by  two  speakers. 

Dallas  psychiatrist  Paul  Warren 
said  children  and  adoiesi^nts  are  “in 
a  state  of  crisis”  because  of  rampant 
drug  abuse,  spreading  teenage 
(Ckmtiniied  on  page  4) 


Missionaries  return 
to  work  in  Burundi 


BUJUMBURA,  Burundi  (BP)  - 
TWO  missionary  couples  who  had 

Klanned  to  work  in  Zaire  are  instead 
turning  the  Kirundi  language  and 
preparing  to  reopen  Southern  Baptist 
work  in  the  east  African  nation  of 
Burundi. 

The  newly  arrived  missionaries  are 
Jeff  and  Mary  Polglase  and  Dennis 
and  Margaret  McCall.  The  Polglases 
^are  from  Tucsim,  Ariz.,  and  Dallas, 
respectively.  The  McCalls  are  from 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  Louisville,  Ky. 

Uie  Polglasn  were  living  in  Uvira, 
Zai^  when  problems  with  their 
residence  permits  surfaced.  Thi^ 
were  reassigned  to  Burundi.  The 
McCalls,  who  were  studying  language 
in  France  and  bound  for  Zaire,  instead 
transferred  to  join  the  Polglases  in 
Bujumbura,  Burundi^  capital. 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  left 
Burundi  in  1906  because  of  govern¬ 


ment  restrictions.  Burundi  Baptist 
leaders,  however,  continued  to  attend 
international  workshops  and  con¬ 
ferences  with  other  African  Baptists 
and  missionaries. 

A  change  in  government  has  allow¬ 
ed  Southern  Baptists  to  re-enter  the 
country. 

Burundi’s  majority  Hutu  and 
minority  Ttitsi  peoples  both  speak 
Kirundi.- Many  Burundians  also  speak 
French.  Last  year  underlying  tension 
between  the  TUtsis  amj^Hutus  tmirice 
into  open  violence.  Missionary  hope 
to  work  with  both  groups. 

As  an  agricultural  evangelist, 
McCall  jrians  to  ccmtinue  the  w^  of 
Fred  and  Sami  Sorrells  in  the  Kirun- 
do  area.  The  Sonelises,  now  assign¬ 
ed  to  Madagasixir  off  the  Afriixin 
coast,  help^  Baptists  in  eastern 
Burundi  grow  from  three  churches  to 
(Continued  on  page  4) 


Dedication  services  for  the  new 
wing  of  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
at  Pass  (Christian  wiU  be  held  May  12 
and  13,  according  to  an  announcement 
by  Earl  Kelly,  executive  director- 
treasurer  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 

The  observation  will  begin  on  Fri¬ 
day  evening  with  a  program  speaking 
to  the  development  of  the  assembly 
and  will  conclude  Saturday  at  noon. 
The  Saturday  morning  session  will  be 
the  dedication  observation. 

The  new  wing  will  add  ac(x>mmoda- 
tions  for  172,  bringing  the  total  of  528. 
There  will  be  two  efficiency  apart¬ 
ments  for  four  persons  each,  20  twin 


bedded  rooms,  and  16  rooms  with  8 
bunk  beds  each. 

On  the  ground  floor  will  be  the 
bookstore  and  classrooms. 

The  three  story  structure  is  of 
hurricane-proof  construction. 

Rooms  are  available  on  a  reserva¬ 
tion  basis  for  those  desiring  to  attend 
the  dedication,  Kelly  said.  Reserva¬ 
tions  may  be  made  by  calling 
Gulfshore  at  868-2048. 

James  L.  Sullivan  and  Grady 
Cothen,  both  retired  presidents  of  the 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  and 
both  Mississippi  natives,  will  speak  on 
the  occasion,  as  will  Jim  Griffith,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director-treasurer  of  the 
Georgia  Baptist  Convention. 
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Allen  resigns  RTVC  post; 
new  ACTS  bids  received 


FORT  WORTH,  Tfexas  (BP)  -  Jim¬ 
my  R.  Allen  has  resigned  as  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and 
'Television  Commission  and  will  join 
a  new  group  seeking  to  purchase  the 
ACTS  network,  if  the  effort  is 
successful. 

Allen,  who  has  headed  the  agency 
since  January  1980,  tendered  his 
resignation  during  the  April  10-11 
commission  meeting  here.  __ 

The  effective  date  is  May  1,  with  a 
termination  date  of  June  30.  IVustees 
elected  Executive  Vice  President 
Richard  T.  McCartney,  61,  as  interim 
chief  executive  officer. 

Board  Chairman  Harold  Brundige, 
an  attorney  from  Martin,  Ibnn.,  nam¬ 
ed  a  five-member  search  committee 
to  seek  Allen’s  successor.  Members 
are  Bnmdige;  incoming  Chairman 
Mike  Hamlett,  pastor  of  F^rst  (Jhunch, 
North  Spartanburg,  S.C.;  Jewel  Mor¬ 
ris,  a  shopping  center  owner  from 
Fort  Smith,  Ark.;  T.W.  Terral,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Baptist  assiKiational  missions 
in  Baton  Roi^e,  La.;  anid  Ernie 
Helton,  an  engineer  from  (Jolumbus, 
Ohio.  ‘  “ 

Thistees  also  received  three  new 
bids  for  the  pun|h^  of  the  American 
Christian  Television  System,  the  net¬ 
work  launched  by  the  commission  in 
1964. 

One  of  the  bids  was  from  a  group 
calling  itself  Investors  and  Friends  of 
Acts,  which  has  offered  Allen  the  piisi- 
tion  of  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  if  its  bid  is  successful.  - 
Brundige  declined  to  identify  the 
othei;  groups,  but  did  say  none  ^  the 
bids  was  accepted  be(»use  none,o^ 
fered  enough  mon^  fix’  the  netwoi^ 
which  now  is  accessible  to  moretnan 
9  million  homes  acnross  the  nation. 

The  commissiixi  has  been  involved 
in  nMotiations  for  the  sale  <rf  ACTS — 
whi(di  has  been  a  financial  drain  on 
the  agency  since  it  was  launched  — 
for  more  t^  a  year  with  a  group  bas¬ 
ed  in  San  Antonio,  IbKas. 


By  Dan  Martin 

The  group,  headed  by  advertising 
executive  Center  (CTiip)  Atkins,  of¬ 
fered  the  commission  ^4  million  for 
the  network  and  guaranteed  five 
hours  per  day  for  RTVC  programm¬ 
ing  on  the  network  for  30  years. 

After  three  extensions  and  unsuc¬ 
cessful  fund-raising  efforts,  the  offer 
expired  March  14. 

Though  Friends  of  ACTS  paid 
earnest  money,  that  waiting  period 
cost  ACTS  roughly  a  half  million 
dollars  in  transponder  time  plus  other 
costs,  McCartney  told  the  Baptist 
Recixd.  “The  main  costs  were  in  legal 
fees,  tax  consulting  fees,  and  the 
uncertainty  (over  the  sale)  cost  us 
some  development  funds,”  said 
McCartney. 

“We  don’t  know  how  many  of  the 
cancelled  pledges  are  due  to  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  sale,”  he  said. 
“There  have  been  some  costs  to  us, 
but  it’s  difficult  to  separate  them  out 
and  come  to  a  final  figure.” 

McCartney  said  that  the  trustees 
will  make  certain  the  next  interested 
purchasers  have  the  resources.  One 
offer  came  from  a  group  which  said 
it  would  post  the  whole  amount  up 
front  thniugh  a  bonding  company. 

The  commission  is  “in  ac¬ 
cord  . . .  together,”  Brundige  said. 
“Our  accoid  is  to,seU  ACTS  if  we  get 
the  price  we  want,  and  if  not,  to  keep 
it  and  operate  it.” 

He  declined  to  say  how  much  the 
commissi(Hi  wants  for  ACTS,  noting 
the  price  “depends  on  how  badly  so- 
nieone  out  there  wants  it.” 

^  Allen,  who  appeared  in  the  meeting 
^only  to  resign  and  to  make  the  new  of¬ 
fer  to  the  trustee  executive  commit¬ 
tee,  later  told  reporters  his  new  group 
hail  offered  $10  million  f(X  the  netwrak 
and  would  guarantee  four  hours  of 
pro^mmit^  per  day  for  12  j^rs. 

Allen  declined  to  name  the  nine  in¬ 
vestors  forming  Investors  and  Friends 
of  Acts,  other  than  Ralph  Ihcker,  a 
Dallas  businessman  an<]  president  of 


D/FW  Uplink,  through  which  the  net¬ 
work  beams  its  signal  to  the  Spacenet 
II  satellite. 

Trustees  spent  most  of  the  April 
10-11  meeting  in  executive  session. 

First,  they  met  for  nearly  five  hours 
discussing  commission  matters  with 
its  seven  vice  presidents. 

Brundige  pr^icted  more  involve¬ 
ment  by  the  board  in  the  operations 
of  the  commission  and  the  network, 
noting,  “We  are  going  to  be  more  in¬ 
form^.” 

Allen  said  he  regretted  that  SBC 
decision  makers  had  not  freed  up 
more  mission  strategy  money  for 
ACTS.  In  1978,  he  said,  the  RTVC 
received  5.09  percent  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  unified  budget,  and  in  1988-89 
it  will  receive  only  4  percent. 

If  the  new  purchase  effort  is  not  suc¬ 
cessful,  Allen  said,  he  has  other  alter¬ 
natives,  including  working  with  a 
“people-to-people”  peace  Organiza¬ 
tion,  helping  a  company  build  low- 
power  TV  stations,  and  a  “pulpit  com¬ 
mittee  or  two  has  made  contact  with 
me.” 

In  other  actions  during  the  April 
meeting,  trustees: 

—  Elected  new  officers.  Hamlett 
was  named  chairman;  Lawson,  first 
vice  chair;  Stevens,  second  vice 
chair;  and  Steve  Huffman,  a  certified 
public  accountant  from  Papillion, 
Neb.,  secretary. 

—  Adopted  a  resolution  asking  the 
Executive  Committee  to  grant  a  one¬ 
time  exception  to  a  r^uirement  that . 
all  short-term  borrowing  be  paid  back  * 
within  the  sam^  fiscal  year. 

McCartney  said  the  commission 
had  borrow^  $625,000  on  short-term 
notes  and  has  paid  the  debt  down  to 
$445,000. 

’The  loans  were  taken  out,  he  said, 
“in  fuU  expectation  that  the  sale  of  the 
ACTS  network  would  enable  the  loan 
to  be  repaid  in  advance  of  the 
deadline”  of  April  27. 

Dan  Martin  »  BP  news  editor. 
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J  m  rCllCI  dlOITS  jerry  vines,  president  of  the  southern  mitment  to  winning  the  lost  t 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
suicide,  parental  divorce  and  other 
psychological  problems.  He  urged 
Southern  Baptists  to  work  to  lead 
parents  to  a  deeper  commitment  to 
parenting  and  to  strive  to  give 
children  a  biblically-based  sense  of 
self-esteem. 

Thomas  E.  Elkins,  professor  of 
medical  ethics  at  the  University  of 
Michi^n  Medical  School  in  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  said  now  is  the  time  for  Christians 
to  develop  a  thoughtful,  carefully  con¬ 
structed,  biblical  approach  to  the 
thorny  and  difficult  issues  involving 
euthanasia  and  to  offer  to  society  a 
model  for  how  to  approach  the  issue. 

Graham  Kerr,  the  Galloping 
Gourmet  on  television  in  the  1960s  and 
1970s,  now  heads  Creative  Lifestyles, 
International  in  Ihcoma,  Wash.,  “a 
resource  center  that  helps  people  live 
better  with  less  and  share  part  of  their 
savings  with  those  in  desperate  need.” 

During  the  30  minutes  he  spoke, 
Kerr  said,  40  people  will  die  in  the 
United  States  from  diet-related 
diseases,  and  “828  kids  will  die 
worldwide  from  diet-related  diseases. 
That  is  a  21-to-l  ratio;  oneuif  us  dies 
from  eating  too  much  and  21  die  from 
eating  too  little.” 

Mark  Cc^penger,  executive  director 
of  the  State  Convention  of  Baptists  in 
Indiana,  told  participants  genetic 
engineering  is  both  boon  and  bane, 
“but  the  same  holds  true  for  VCRs, 
fire  and  procreation.”  He  noted  Chris¬ 
tians  “will  not  and  should  not  derail 
research  and  development ....  As 
with  every  human  endeavor  this 
science  will  involve  wasteful  and  per¬ 
nicious  practices,  but  there  is  nothing 
in  principle  which  should  scuttle  the 
enterorise 

“While  receiving  the  technology,  we 
must  steel  ourselves  against  its  abuse 
and  prepare  ourselves  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  its  promise”  he  said. 


Richard  Foster,  professor  of 
theology  at  Friends  University  in 
Wichita,  Kan.,  said:  “One  of  the  real 
tragedies  in  Christian  history  has 
been  the  divorce  of  sexuality  from 
spirituality.  That  fact  is  all  the  more 
lamentable  since  the  Bible  holds  such 
a  high  celebrative  view  of  human 
sexuality. 

“Our  human  sexuality  is  not  just  an 
accidental  arrangement  (rf  the  human 
species,  not  just  a  convenient  way  to 
k^p  the  human  race  going.  No,  it  is 
at  tm  center  of  our  true  humanity.  We 
exist  as  male  and  female  in  relation¬ 
ship.  Our  sexualness,  our  capacity  to 
love  and  be  loved,  is  intimately  tied  to 
our  creation  in  the  image  of  God.” 

Pollster  George  Gallup  Jr.  of 
Princeton,  NJ.,  recounted  results 
from  polls  of  religious  views  and  said 
a  “lai^e  majority  of  Americans 
believe  in  a  personal  God,  believe  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  God  or  the  Son  of  God, 
believe  their  prayers  are  answered 
and  say  that  religion  is  either  very  or 
fairly  important  in  their  lives.” 

He  added:  “Surv^  show  that  while 
eight  in  10  Americans  regard 
themselves  as  Christians,  only  four  in 
10  know  who,  according  to  the  Bible, 
delivered  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount; 
fewer  than  half  of  the  public  are  able 
to  name  the  four  Gospels.  Many  say 
the  Ten  Commandments  are  valid 
rules  for  living,  but  they’re  not  too 
sure  what  these  rules  are. 

“And  if  vast  numbers  of  Christians 
do  not  know  who  delivered  the  Ser¬ 
mon  on  the  Mount,  it  is  highly  unlike¬ 
ly  that  they  have  any  grasp  of  central 
Christian  doctrines  such  as  the  Incar¬ 
nation,  the~  atonement  and  grace, 
perhaps  the  most  crucial  concept  in 
CSiristian  theology  because  it  refns  to 
the  free  and  unmerited  act  through 
which  God  restores  an  estranged 
humanity.” 


Southern  trustees  OK  two 
dozen  recommendations 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.(BP)  -  Southern 
Seminary  trustees  dispatched  three 
days  of  business  during  their  annual 
meeting  on  campus  here  April  3-5,  ap¬ 
proving  without  dissent  more  than  two 
dozen  recommendations  from  the 
seminary's  administration  and 
trustee  committees. 

IVustees  adopted  a  $14.9  million 
operating  budget  for  1989-90,  a  1  per¬ 
cent  increase  over  the  1988-89  budget; 
approved  a  series  of  personnel  recom¬ 
mendations,  including  the  addition  of 
three  faculty  members;  and 
negotiated  an  accelerated  procedure 
for  electing  new  trustees  to  the  63 
member  b^rd. 

The  three  new  faculty  members,  all 
elected  with  tenure,  are  Clharles  B. 
Bugg,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Augusta,  Ga.,  as  the  Carl  E.  Bates 
professor  of  Christian  preachii^; 
John  P.  Dever,  professor  of  religion 
and  sociology  and  assistant  dean  for 
academic  records  at  Averett  College 
in  Danville,  Va.,  as  professor  of  churdi 
and  community;  and  John  W.  Landon, 
professor  of  social  work  and  associate 
dean  of  the  College  of  Social  Work  at 
the  University  of  Kentucky  in  Lex¬ 
ington,  as  professor  of  church  social 
work. 

1b  cope  with  a  problem  in  the 
charter  which  has  SBC-elected 
trustees  elected  again  by  the 
seminary  trustees  the  next  April, 
trustees  voted  unanimously  to  accept 


those  trustee  nominations  to  be 
presented  to  the  SBC  annual  meeting 
in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  in  June  and  to  elect 
those  trustees  as  members  of  the 
board.  In  an  effort  to  achieve  a  long¬ 
term  solution,  trustees  also  ask^ 
Chairman  Alton  Butler  of  Florida  to 
appoint  a  special  committee  to  study 
the  seminary  charter  for  possible 
revision,  in  consultation  with  legal 
counsel.  The  committee  was  re- 

S tested  to  make  a  progress  report  at 
e  1990  annual  meeting,  with  a  final 
report  to  be  made  in  1991. 

In  other  actions,  trustees: 

—  Voted  to  present  the  seminary’s 
highest  award,  the  E.Y.  Mullins 
Denominational  Service  Award,  to  R. 
Keith  Parks,  president  of  the  SBC 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

—  Re-elected  officers  for  1989-90: 
Alton  Butler,  pastor  of  Myrtle  Grove 
Baptist  Church,  Pensacola,  Fla., 
chairman;  Sam  McMahon,  chairman 
of  the  boaH  of  Southeast  (Tmnmercial 
Corp,  Charlotte,  N.C.,  first  vice  chair¬ 
man  and'chairman  of  the  executive 
committee;  William  Causey,  pastor'of 
Parkway  Baptist  (^urch,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  second  vice  chairman;  and 
Fred  Pfannenschmidt,  vice  president 
of  Coldwell  Banker,  Louisville, 
secretary. 

—  Approved  establishment  of  the 
J.M.  Frost  Sunday  School  Board  chair 
of  Christian  education. 


‘Big  God’  seen 
in  relief  efforts 

ANTIQUE,  Riilijvines  —  Southern 
Baptist  relief  funds  supplied  milk, 
rice,  thatch  and  bamboo  to  Panay 
Island  in  the  \fisayas  after  three 
typhoons  strudc  witiiin  two  weeks.  The 
food  and  rebuilding  supplies  were 
distributed  to  need^  diur^  manbers 
and  neighbors  who  heard  Uie  gospel 
{Mr<radiM  before  receiving  aid. 

Chie  man  remarked,  “Your  diureh 
is  still  small,  yet  you  are  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  this?" 

A  church  member  answa^,  “It 
was  given  by  our  God,”  to  which  the 
first  man  replied,  have  a  lag 
God.” 

Simplified  Bibles 
printed  in  China 

NANJING,  ChinB  -Ihe  first 
of  Bibles  minted  in  the  simplified 
script  used  by  younger  Chinese  were 
scheduled  to  arrive  in  Shanghai  diur- 
ches  by  Easter.  The  Amity  Pr^  in 
Nanj^,  run  Chinese  Christians,  is 
printing  the  Bibles. 

The  simplified  script  reduces  the 
number  of  strokes  needed  to 
reproduce  many  of  the  7,000  to  8,000 
Chinese  diaracters  and  makes  it 
possible  to  typeset  the  aitire  Chinese 
Bible  by  c<»n{wtm;  Amity  Press  aims 
to  put  the  simpUfied  Bibles  in  the 
bands  of  miliums  <tf  Chinese,  especial¬ 
ly  young  people 

Students  witness 
during  break 

FOOT  VWKTH,  Tscas  (BP)  -  Mote 
than  1,975  pe<ple  made  decisioiis  for 
Christ  as  a  result  of  witnessing  and 
pr^ching  by  students  from 
Southwestern  Seminary  (hiring  the 
school’s  spring  evangelism 
{Hacticum. 

The  decisions  inclined  500  profes- 
8i(ms  of  faith  in  Christ  ma(te  as  the 
students  led  revivals  in  35  states, 
Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands,  and 
four  CaiuKlian  provinces  during 
Southwestem’9  spring  break. 

More  than  225  students  participated 
in  the  practicum,  said  Dan  Cnrwftntl, 
associate  professor  at  Southwestern 
and  director  of  the  iMogram.  Students 
imM(|hed  1,284  sermons,  led  84  witness 
training  sessions,  distributed  more 
than  4,300  gospel  tracts  and  gave  away 
nearly  270  New  Ihstaments. 

Bible  club  allowed 

OMAHA,  Neb.  (EIP)  —  An  Omaha 
high  school  can’t  deny  students  the 
rimt  to  meet  voluntarily  as  an  after¬ 
school  Bible  club  for  fellowship  and 
Bible  study,  the  U.Sk  Court  of  Aimeals 
for  the  Ei^th  Circuit  has  nilecL  The 
Cowt  ruled  that  Westskle  High  School 
qualifies  as  an  open  forum  under  the 
Federal  Equal  Access  Act,  and  can¬ 
not  allow  some  student  clidx  while 
forfaidi^  students  to  form  a  BiUe 
chih 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  - 
Jerry  Vines,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Ccmvention,  has  issued  a 
statement  calli^  for  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  Christian  witnessing  and 
evangelism  as  Southern  Baptists 
move  toward  their  1989  annual 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 

Vines,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
diurch  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  said: 
“The  Southern  Baptist  Cmvention  ex¬ 
presses  the  biblical  basis  of  its  unity 
in  a  most  practical  way.  The  conven- 
tion’k  work  of  evangelism  and  mis¬ 
sions  places  Southern  Baptists  in  the 
f(»efnmt  of  nationwide  and  wwldwide 
efforts  to  propagate  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  Vfe  understand  our  man¬ 
date  from  the  Captain  of  our 
salvation. 

“This  year  as  president . . .  has 
given  me  an  op^rtunitv  to  re¬ 
emphasize  the  importance  of  pnsonal 
commitment  to  the  matter  of  Qiris- 
tian  witnessing.  I  have  been  very 
pleased  by  the  response  this  emphasis 
has  received  from  all  parts  of  our 
denomination.  I  sense  throughout  our 


denominational  life  a  renewed  com¬ 
mitment  to  winning  the  lost  to  Jesus 
Christ. 

“The  (Southern  Baptist)  Foreign 
Mission  Board  has  restated  the  priori¬ 
ty  of  evangelism  in  all  its  missionary 
programs  and  procedures.  This  is  not 
a  new  direction  for  foreign  missions, 
but  a  recommitment  to  what  has  been 
all  along  its  stated  direction. 

‘The  (Southern  Baptist)  Hcxne  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  is  leading  us  in  a  witness¬ 
ing  effort  for  the  (xmvention  session  in 
Las  Vegas.  This  effort  will  enable  the 
messengers  to  exfxess  an  evangelistic 
coiKern  for  the  beloved  people  of  Las 
Vegas. 

“I  commend  our*  Foreign  Mission 
Board  and  encourage  our  people  to 
share  in  the  witnessing  efforts  arrang¬ 
ed  by  the  Home  Mission  Board. 

“I  renew  my  personal  commitment 
to  evangelism  and  missions,”  Vines 
said. 

“I  encourage  every  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  leader,  denominational  servant, 
pastor,  an(l  laymrson  to  join  with  me 
in  this  renewed  commitment.” 


Divine  verses  of  the  Bible 
shed  light  on  ‘Shtanic  Verses’ 


MOMBASA,  Kenya  (EP)  —  More 
than  1,100  Moslems  in  Kenya  and 
seven  neighboring  middle-eastern  na¬ 
tions  have  recently  rejected  the  Kenan 
in  favor  of  the  Christian  Bible  Re^nt 
converts  have  expressed  views  in 
sharp  contrast  to  Moslems  who  have 
in  recent  weeks  demanded  the  death 
of  Salman  Rushdie,  author  of  the  con¬ 
troversial  book,  “The  Satanic  Verses.” 

“The  dispute  over  Salman  Rushdie’s 
novel  is  viewed  very  differently  by 
converted  Moselms  in  East  Africa,” 
said  David  Stravers,  sp<^esman  for 


World  Home  Bible  League,  a  ministry 
that  has  targetted  African  Moslems 
for  gospel  outreach.  When  these  peo¬ 
ple  read  the  Bible  they  suddenly 
discovered  what  they  have  been  miss¬ 
ing.  They  have  had  the  lights  turned 
on.  They  begin  to  understand  all  the 
harm  which  Satan  has  done  by  keep¬ 
ing  them  in  the  dark  for  so  long.” 

Over  4,000  patients  are  treated  dai¬ 
ly  in  Baptist  hospitals  and  clinics 
around  the  world.  Yet,  1.5  billion  have 
no  access  to  medical  care. 


Golden  Gate  to  study  relocation 


'  BREA,  Calif.  (BP)  —  TVustees  of 
(^Iden  (rate  Seminary  have  voted  to 
study  the  ixiKibility  of  selling  the  Mill 
Valley,  C)alif.,  main  campus  and 
relocating  the  seminary. 

Ironically,  the  regular  April  3-5  ses¬ 
sion  was  held  at  the  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia  seminary  campus  in  Brea,  where 
trustees  helped  de(licate  new  facilities 
for  one  of  two  branch  campuses.  The 
other  branch  is  located  in  Portland, 
Ore. 

Trustees  also  voted,  a  $5.6  million 
budget  for  the  1969-90  year,  a  decrease 
of  2.7  percent  —  or  $130,000  —  from  the 
current  budget. 

The  vote  to  explore  the  “options  for 
the  best  use  of  the  Mill  Valley  proper¬ 
ty”  came  without  dissent  %  the 
trustees  following  a  prc^iwsal  made 
the  seminary’s  admihistratioii  and 
discussed  jn  executive  sessioh  by  the 


trustees. 

President  William  0.  Crews  Jr.  and 
staff  will  wo^  with  representatives  of 
the  faculty,'  students,  a  long-range 
planning  committee  and  the  trustees 
for  consideration  and  action. 

“This  action  is  not  a  decision  to 
move  or  sell  our  property,”  Crews 
said.  “However,  it  does  allow  for  us  to 
study  all  options,  including  possible 
relocation.” 

In  other  business,  trustees  elected 
Michael  D.  Thompson  as  dean  of 
students  and  assistant  professor  of 
spiritual  formation,  effective  Aug.  1. 
He  currently  is  acting  dean  of 
students. 

TVustees  elected  Herman  E.  Wooten 
of  Elk  Grove,  Calif.,  chairman;  John 
R.  (Dick)  Lincoln  of  Columbia,  S.C., 
vice  chairman;  and  Stephen  P.  Davis 
of  Russellville,  Ark.,  secretary. 


Missionaries  return  to  Burundi 


Christmas  law 


OKLAHOMA,  CITY,  Okla.  (EP)  - 
Oklahoma^  schoolchildren  will  be 
able  to  acknowledge  that  Christmas 
is  the  cefebratfeo  of  (Suist’lB  birth,  if 
an  amendment  amroved  by  the 
state’s  House  of  R^resentatives 
beomes  law. 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
about  a  dozen  before  they  left  three 
years  ago,  McCall  said. 

“Wh«i  Fred  moved  over  there,  that 
was  all  newrwork,”  McCall  sai(l. 

“Things  really  seemed  to  be  pop¬ 
ping.  Th^  coulmT  go  to  every  place 
they  were  being  requested  to  go  to.” 

Most  Baptist  churches  are  located 
in  the  northern  half  of  the  counti7. 
Danish  Baptists  began  the  first  per¬ 
manent  evangelical  witness  in  Burun¬ 
di  in  1928  and  have  continued  working 
there.  The  Union  of  Baptist  Churches 
in  Burundi  now  includes  17  churches. 


many  of  which  support  large  mission 
con0'egati(Mis,  McCall  said. 

Ond  mission,  with  a  membership  of 
about  640  members,  just  constituted 
as'  a  church,  McCall  added.  Many 
others  are  just  as  large.  Burundians 
call  their  mission  churches 
“outschools.” 

Polglase,  administrator  for  mission 
woik  in  the  country,  will  help  develop 
churches  in  Bujumbura.  He  also  wlU 
work  alongside  Danes  and  Burun¬ 
dians  in  the  Baptist  union’s  pastors’ 
school  in  Matate. 
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680  participate 
in  keyboard  . 
festivals 


In  the  11  Mississippi  area  keyboard 
festivals  for  1989,  there  was  a  total  of 
680  participants  with  another  297  per¬ 
sons  assisting  as  judges,  group 
leaders,  and  assistants,  with  277  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  represented  by  one  or 
more  participants,  and  another  105 
non-Baptist  churches  represented. 
The  associational  keyboard  festivals 


n-  tr  1. 1,  festivals  took  place  at  Har- 

Mary  Prank  Kirkpatrick,  former  missionary  to  Nigeria,  speaks  to  the  Educational  risburg  Church,  Tupelo-  First 

iceinnc  Hiirinn  IHa  i  ’•  Si  .1  .  ’ 

Laurel;  Poplar  Spnngs  Dr,  Meridian; 
First,  Vicksburg;  Fairview,  Colum¬ 
bus;  First,  McComb;  First, 
Pascagoula;  Ttemple,  Hattiesburg; 
Second,  Greenville;  Colonial  Hills, 
Southaven;  and  First,  Jackson. 

Participants  in  the  area  keyboard 
festivals,  which  are  sponsored  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Music 
Department,  are  those  students  in 
grades  one  through  12  who  are 
capable  of  playing  from  the 
Simplified  Baptist  Hymnal  or  the 
Standard  Baptist  Hymnal,  1956  or  197? 
editions.  The  Mississippi  Baptis< 
associations  sponsor  keyboarc 
festivals  for  beginning  students  w’l.i 
are  not  yet  ready  to  play  from  fl<j 
Simplified  or  Standard  Hymnal. 


Say,  pray,  pay,”  Futral  tells  men 


By  Tim  Nicholas 


Is  your  church 

REMODELING? 

We  can  do  it  all! 

Call  1-80M24-9621 

Van  Winkle  Church  Furnishino 


WADECO  STUDIOJ 


New  Orleans  students  minister  in  Mexico 


P.o.  Box  773 
Blakdy.  Goorxia  31723 
STAKED  GLASS  •  PAIOTING  •  HENOVATION 
WATEHFHOOnNG  -  STEEPLE  WOBK 


By  Breena  Kent  Paine 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Eleven  services  for  the  community, 
people  from  Nw  Orleans  Baptist  The  mission  team’s  housing  was  in 
Theological  Seminary  spent  the  week  El  Paso,  Ttexas;  but  members  cross- 
before  Easter  preaching,  teaching  ed  the  border  to  Juarez  every  day,  an 
and  healing  in  Juarez,  Mexico.  eye-opening  experience  for  those  who 
Their  mission  was  to  work  in  a  had  never  been  to  a  Third  World 
clinic  adjacent  to  Iglesia  Bautista  de  country. 

Peniel,  or  Baptist  Church  of  Peniel,  to  “After  only  two  days,  we  were  very 
minister  in  a  children’s  home  run  by  close  as  a  group.  We  had  shared  in 
the  church’s  pastw  and  to  lead  revival  seeing  Juarez  together  and  were 


equally  shocked  and  burdened  by  they  could  see  El  Paso.  They  knew  the 
what  we  saw,”  said  Tbdd  Allen,  Stu-  differences  of  El  Paso  and  Juarez,” 
dent  Body  Association  president  from  Allen  said.  “Even  so,  they  sang  so 
Jackson,  Miss.  beautifully  from  their  h^rts. 

“It  was  heartbreaking  watching  old  “I  thought,  ‘Jesus  has  to  be  alive 
(Mexican)  men  pushing  their  crates  because  they  don’t  have  any  other 
around,”  said  Benny  Jones,  seminary  reason  to  sing  except  for  Jesus 
diwtor  of  student  affairs  and  church-  CJhrist.’  ” 

minister  relations.  “They  would  go  One  unique  way  of  reaching  people 
across  the  border  (to  El  Paso)  and  for  Christ  was  through  the  medical 
gather  dardboard  boxes  to  take  back  clinic.  Throughout  the  week,  George 
with  ^m.  "niey  were  using  the  boxes  Faile,  a  physician,  and  student  from 
to  build  their  homes.”  Rome,  Ga.,  and  Sherrie  Bumstead,-  a 

The  contrast  of  the  homes,  nurse  and  student  from  Beaumont, 
manicured  lawns,  and  high-rises  of  El  Texas,  saw  about  20  patients  ranging 
Pa^  was  striking  against  the  poverty-  in  ages  from  one  month  to  66  years, 
stricken  homes  and  the  dry,  dusty  “Usually,  the  people  we  saw  in  the 
streets  of  Juarez,  participants  said,  clinic  endi^  up  at  the  church  that 
On  the  first  evening,  “we  drove  to  an  night”  for  revival  services,  Bumstead 
overlook  on  the  side  of  a  hill  at  night,”  said. 

Allen  said.  “We  prayed  with  our  eyes  Bumstead,  who  helped  Faile  by  in-" 
open  as  we  lowed  at  El  Paso  and  terviewingj>atients  and  taking  vital 
Juarez.  We  prayed  for  the  city  (of  signs,  said  the  trip  reconfirmed  her 
Juarez),  and  we  prayed  . . .  that  we  call  to  missions 


BUS  SUmY  GO.  MG. 

McComb,  MS  60I.684-2900 


Doctors  and  dentists  will  hear 
missionary  to  Hong  Kong 


"The  Phuto  Place" 

Select  your  new  or  u«ed  piano  fiooi 
our  laige  aiock  of  famoua  name 
brands.  Save  subatanUally  on  spinel, 
console  or  baby  grand  piaiws. 

BsdOfyaulborawldssleis/br: 

Slcliiway«K«M»«KMalf*Mbrfifsrr«MUsr 


3a“3^w1!h(Sro^;a;rf‘.^S^ta:  Dep“.Xe“nrM"BS5,‘’'SSr™'S?  to  see  a  “^rani's 

Uon  at  6  and  the  banquet  and  program  Jackson,  MS  39205,  or  fAone  968-3800. 

at  6:30.  Cost  will  be  $10  per  person.  Deadline  is  April  27.  ^  ^SSring  ieriUll  ^lces  that  week,  ^  ^  ministered 

I  r  ^  ^  ^  seven  p^le  made  professions  of  faith  “Even  though  the  language  was  a 

about. ,30  people  huge  barrier,  we  could  still  worship 
-1-jU.Llt/Cl.HLFll  11111119 o  WUl  lilted  rededicated  their  lives  to  CJirist,  with  them.  Even  though  I  couldn’t 
.  ,  -  ,  ...  ,  .  ^  ,  •  „  .  .  Jones  said.  understand  what  they  said  in  Spanish, 

A  confere^  for  ministere  of  e<^-  Caldwell  is  dirwtor  of  youth  and  During  the  week,  the  group  took  the  I  could  feel  the  Spirit  of  the  Lbr^  the 

tion  Will  take  Jackson,  May  adults  at  the  Sunday  School  Depart*  pastor's  family  with  them  to  interpret  worship  services.” 

2,  vnth  Max  (^Idwell  and  Will  Beal  as  ment  and  Beal  is  church  staff  support  and  went  from  house  to  house,  pass*  The  seminary's  Student  Body 

iMders.  considtant  in  the  church  administra-  ing  out  written  testimonies  and  tracts,  Association  hopes  to  plan  a  similar 

^.^^ojdereTHxmtibeaitheEap-  tion  department,  both  at  the  Sunday  and  inviting  the  people  to  revival  same  trip  again  next,  mainly  because 

tist  Building  and  b^iw  at  9:15  a.m.,  Schwl  Boai^.  services.  “it  gives  our  students  an  opportunity 

concluAng  at  3:15  that  afternwn.  For  details,  contact  Julius  Thomp-  “Afterwards,  the  people  from  those  to  see  what  missions  is  lOciL”  said 


^  I  Pianotom 

I  Nina  Barker,  Manafcr*8S6-2524 
226  Hi^my  SI  N.'RidrbiKl,  MS 
•1  mika  North  oi  County  Line  Road 


Memorial  Plaques 

Since  1928 


Dixie  Rubber  Stamp  &  Seal  Co. 
514  E.  Amite  St./f  .O.  Box  202 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39205 
(601)  948-1851/ToN  Free  1-80(h«34-4SM 


son  in  the  Church  Administra¬ 
tion/Pastoral  Ministries  Department, 
MBCB,  at  968-3800. 
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Book 

reviews 


Lepsogs  put  in  a  plug  for  lay  renewal 


Letters  to  the  editor 


thing  that  really  matters!  a  sermon.  Instead,  he  strives  to  help 

FLay  Megginson  us  realize  the  importance  of  using 

Semmes,  AL  good  stories  in  our  sermons.  Every 

preacher  should  read  the  book. 
And  some  have  been  led  to  believe  Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor,  Pro- 
that  there  are  numbere  of  ^uthern  yjdence  Church,  Meadville. 

Baptists  who  do  not  believe  in  salva¬ 
tion  by  grace,  blood  atonement  of 

Christ,  eternal  security,  a  literal  hell,  Engstrom,  Ted  W.  and  Larson, 
etc.  I  don’t  know  any;  and  I  don’t  Robert  C.  SEIZING  THE  TORCH: 
believe  there  are  many,  if  any.  —  LEADERSHIP  FOR  A  NEW 
Editor  GENERATION. 

^  ^  Most  clergymen  have  heard  of  Ted 

Gambling  opportunities  Engstrom.  This  is  his  latest  book  in 
^  the  field  of  leadership. 

Emtor:  •  ......  The  book  deals  wiUi  the  fact  that 

I  would  like  to  inform  all  Mississip-  many  of  today’s  leaders  are  going  to 
pi  Baptists  rf  the  (vportimity  awaiting  be  retiring  in  the  next  few  years, 
mem  on  the  cruise  ship,  “Pnde  of  There  is  a  need  for  a  new  generation 
Mississippi  It  tos  daUy  tnps  out  of  of  leaders  to  rise  up  in  the  Christian 
the  Gimport  Harbor  featuring  casino  church  to  lead  the  church  into  the  21st 
gambling,  stage  show,  and  of  course,  century. 

.z  Much  of  the  material  in  the  book  is 

You  may^ink  it  strange  to  put  this  found  in  other  leadership  books  by  Mr. 
notice  m  a  Baptot  paper,  but  I  b^eve  Engstrom.  He  deals  with  such  sub- 

have  their  Mlary  paid  for  with  my  pastors  and  denominational  leaders.  ^nthusiaVm  ”  and  “dSsS- 
T  *  -.ur'i  _  givenliy go^  The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  i»  Making” 

being  held  Nevada  Um..  i,  i|  thonghtTirovoking  ahd 

- - - -  - - u-  1.  -  e  “  L  year  where  the  attractions  are  gambl-  stimulating 

parents  and  their  critically  ill  ing.  drinkiw  and  stage  sj^.  Our  Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts,  pastor  of 

I  mv  «t»na.ga  Thaara  '  ^  ‘  u PTOvidence  church,  MeadviUe. 

I  am  not  alone  in  my  stance  There  stage  show/drinking  hotels.  The 

are  many  millioiK  of  Southern  Bap-  economy  and  name  Las  Vegas  are 

who  beheve  like  I  do  about  the  Bi-  built  around  these  vices.  ITie  desert  Atkinson,  Donald  A.  A  BARNABAS 

Mt.  Pleasant  ble  .  .  .  salvation  by  gface,  blood  does  not  have  much  to  offer  without  LIFE-STYLE.  Nashville;  Broadman, 

atonement  of  Christ,  eternal  security,  th»|rtn(fbctions.  1987. 

I  am  uvvifinfl  in  Hill  *icnii«iiyille  CCntenilial  a  literal  hell,  ete.  Many  of  th^  are  I  know  that  we  Baptists  do  not  This  is  a  helpful  book  built  around 

r  -  silent  beca^  they  are  too  timid  to  partake  of  gambling  or  alcohol,  but  the  New  Ibstament  chai^ter  of  Bar- 

Jobe  Sr.s  letter  in  the  April  6,  1989,  Emtor;  ...  .  speak  out.  Others  l^ve  been  ‘^raiiv  while' we  are  enjoying  the  cruise,  we  nabas.  The  author  deals  with  four 

is^e.  Ouf  church  is  in  the  process  of  wash^”  into  beli^ing  that  they  could  evangelize  the  crew  and  other  aspects  of  Barnabas’ personality  that 

Mr.  JoM  smtM  that  he  w^  liberal  locating  former  pastors  and  should  not  become  involved  in  what  passengers.  Or  maybe  a  dhurch  in  the  cause  him  to  stand  out  in  the  New 

broause  he  believed  that  mere  are  members.  We  will  be  celebrating  our  has  been  depicted  as  a  “grab  for  Gulfport  area  could  arrange  for  us  to  Testament.  These  traits  are  his 

phrase  and  wor^  in  the  Bible  that  centennial  anniversary  this  year.  power.”  help  with  Vacation  Bible  School  as  generosity,  his  ability  to  look  for  the 

3re  not  true.  He  then  stated  three  in-  We  need  help  in  the  sending  of  any  A  fair  appraisal  of  Baptist  history  long  as  it  does'not  conflict  with  the  t)est  in  people  and  find  it,  his  will- 

cidents  which,  according  to  him,  are  information  concerning  former  will  show  that  we  who  believe  firmly  “cruise  ship”  schedule.  ingness  to  follow,  and  his  willingness 

not  true  because  God  knows  all  things,  pastors  and  members.  Please  send  all  in  the  inerrancy  of  scripture  have  &  Surely  we  can  think  of  other  good  to  forgive 
I  tTO  believe  in  the  omniscience  of  correspondences  to  the  following:  long  line  of  foretears  who  have  gone  and  compeUing  reasons  for  goiiw  on-  The  author  closes  the  book  with  an 

Got.  He  kho^  the  past,  pre^nt,  and  Hermanville  Baptist  Church,  P.  0.  before  us,  specially  in  Mississippi,  the  gambling/stage  show/drinking  appeal  for  “Barnabas’ ”  people.  It  is 

future  as  if  th^are  now  But  he  wants  Box  220,  Hermanville,  Mississippi  Men  like  J.  B.  Gambrell,  P.  I.  Lipsey,  ship/  as  our  messengers  can  justify  3  helpful  book  and  easily  read, 

us  to  acknowl^geourdeeds.  Wefind  39^.  and  T.  T.  Martin,  to  name  a  few.  May  their  trip  to  Las  Vegas.  It  would  be  helpful  to  the  pastor 

in  1  John  1.9  if  we  confess  our  sins  He  We  would  greatly  appreciate  any  I  add  the  name  of  a  man  who  meant  Bob  Hamm  planning  to  preach  a  biographical  ser- 

will  forgive  them.  God  knows  that  we  help  in  this  matter.  so  much  to  me:  Dr.  A.  A.  Kitchings.  Long  Beach  mon  on  this  New  tbstament  character 

teve  sinned,  so  why  must  we  confess  Sincerely  yours,  Someday  each  of  us  will  stand  as  well  as  the  lav-oerson  who  wants 

them’  Church  History  Committee  before  an  almighty  God,  who  knows  to  be  a  tetter  steward. 

God  asked  Adam  and  Cain  where  Donald  I.  Pouns,  pastor  all  about  all  of  us;  and  I  await  his  ver-  Success  does  for  living  what  sun-  Reviewed  by  Greg  Potts  pastor  of 

they  were  and  what  they  were  doing  Hermanville  Baptist  Church  diet  in  this  matter.  That  is  the  only  shine  does  for  stained  glass.  Providence  ^urch,  Meadville. 


— - - — - - -  because  He  wanted  them  to  Also,  could  you  please  teU  me  the 

volunteers  acknowledge  what  they  had  done,  total  received  for  the  state  missions 

P  jj.  Adam  confessed,  “I  was  naked  and  offering  last  year?  I  don’t  recall  see- 

j  r  hid  mvself  ”  He  did  not  escane  the  ‘**8  any  report  on  this  in  the  Baptist 

Perhaps  you  and  some  of  your  myseu.  ne  am  noi  escape  me  ^  r 

readers  already  know  Jackson’s  ni^equence  of  tos  sin,  but  te  was  yoy  yg-y  much 

Ronald  McDonald  House  will  he  forgiven.  Cam,  on  the  Other  hand,  fail-  1  name  you  vei7  i^n. 
wnaia  Mcuonaia  House  win  m  edtoacknowledcehissin  “Iknownot  '  Miss  Tom  Womack 

holding  a  grand  opening  on  April  30  «a  w  aumowieoge  nis  sm,  iimownoi.  West  Point 

at  3  p.m.  This  ik  Sunday  afternoon,  1  my  brother’s  keeper?”  And  was 

and  we  are  hoping  for  good  weather  pursed  ^  (^.  Here  God  shows  he  fundamentalist 
and  good  attendance  The  public  is  what  had  transpired, 
invit^.  lu  the  New  Testament  Jesus  said.  Editor: 

Jacksonian  generosity  has  been  tru-  “you  have  not  because  you  ask  not.”  I  am  a  fundamentalist  with  a  little 
ly  amazing  and  we  are  able  to  open  ^osus  knows  our  needs,  just  as  he  “f.”  I  am  not  a  feuding,  fussing, 

the  house  debt  free!  However,  we  do  '*'l>o  touched  him ;  but  he  wants  fighting  fundamentalist;  but  I  am  of-  _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ 

have  an  urgent  ne^,  for  volunteer  ^  to  present  ourselves  to  him  and  ask  fended  greatly  when  I  read  of  and  all  your  favorite  alcoholic  bererages. 

workers  to  act  as  hostesses  and  recep-  for  our  needs.  hear  my  faith  sneered  at,  laughed  at,  ”  .  . 

tionists.  Since  the  first  guests  are  due  ^  believe  the  whole  Bible  is  true.  In  and  ridiculed  by  some  who  call 
to  arrive  on  May  1,  it  is  important  that  niaking  this  statement  I  may  te  ad-  themselves  Baptists,  many  of  whom 
we  acquire  these  volunteers  as  quick-  uiiRiug  that  I  am  intellectually  in-  I 
ly  as  possible.  ferior  to  Mr  Jote  because,  if  ^re  are  money  and  the  moi 

If  any  of  your  staff  or  i - -  .  ...  .  ...  _ _ 

feels  led  to  volunteer  to  serve  these  intelligent  enough  to  deter-  taught  to  sui 


the  part  that  I  am  depending  on  for  their  local  church 
my  eternal  destiny  may  not  be  true! 

B^use  of  this,  I  must  believe  it  all! ! 


House  Manager 


The  whole  Bible 


Tliiir«4«y.  April  2>,  IW 
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by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Storm  over 


From  the  minute.  I  saw  my  travel  I  slept  as  fast  as  I  could,  for  she  told  us,  “smoked  and  drank  cham- 
schedule,  I  worried.  Three  days  and  hours  before  lunch.  Then  I  spent  the  pagne  all  the  time  My  itxanmate  kept 
two  nights  with  no  sleeping  time  allot-  150  yen  I’d  been  saving  since  1970  bringing  her  bc^  friend  to  our  cabin, 
ted,  except  in  a  plane  They  said  it  when  I  was  in  Toltyp  for  the  Baptist  I  moved  to  another  cabin,  on  an  up- 
would  probably  cost  $75  or  $100  to  hire  World  Alliance  All  it  would  buy  in  the  per  deck,  one  with  a  window.  Then  we 
a  taxi  from  the  airport  to  downtown  gift  shop  was  a  greeting  card.  I  plan  got  into  a  three-day  storm.  Oh,  it  was 
Tokyo.  How  could  I  stand,  with  no  to  frame  it.  awful!  The  crew  said  it  was  the  worst 

sleep,  to  wait  11  hours  in  the  TWiyo'  ,  storm  they  had  ever  seen.  T^ey  all 

Airport,  fly  to  Los  Angeles,  wait  five  ^geS^5i?^e  747 

ZlSe' ■“  2S'so‘“e;;St?Xf  alto  a  SflO  “  -  ">‘8^' "'““<8’ 

We  left  steaming  Kuala  Lumpur  at  found  fo^  imoccupied  seate  together  ‘If  you  thiiA  a  storm  in  the  air  w^ 
11  p.m.,  after  touring  the  city  all  day,  f  stretched  out  acn»s  all  of  them,  bad  wait  until  you  re  in  one  on  the 
and  stepped  out  n«rt  into  a  freezing  ®;:?eue  dr^m,  I  kept  seeing  the  sea!  One  day  I  fell  d^n  on  toe  d^k 
Tbkyo  m^ng.  I  need  not  have  wor  ‘‘gh.ts  flicker  and  a  voice  somewtoere  and  spramed  my  hand  I  slid  down  ^ 
ried  Japan  Air  Lines  announced  they  y®"*"  seat  telts,  deck  like  a  sled  until  my  h^d  hit 

would  send  us  to  toe  Narita  tSo  P  ^?®ten  your  seat  belts  something  and  stopped  me.  •^en  I 
Hotel  for  a  nap  and  lunch,  at  their  ex-  Pl®®f  ;  •  ^ver  and  over  Since  had  t^tay  upstairs  in  my  cabin  fpr 
pense.  By  the  time  we  liAed  up  for  a 

toutUe  bOs  and  rode  to  the  hotef  three  ^  ^1®P‘  ^ 

of  our  waiting  hours  had  gone!  was  dawn  of  a  second  con-  and  was  scared  to  wjUk  down  the 

A  man  named  W.  D.  McVety  had  secutive  Sunttoy  (^ause  we  had  steps.  I  freezing  to  death  up  there, 
driven  50  mil^  to  meet  us  at  the  hotel  ^®  mternational  date  line),  but  I  l.ad  to  stay. 

and  tell  us  a  little  about  Christian  mis-  My  friend  Joan  told  me  I  had  slept  “Finally  it  was  over,  and  some  of  the 

sions  in  Japan.  In  a  mighty  effort  to  through  a  terrific  storm  that  had  crew  told  us  that  something  about  the 
listen  and  not  app^r  rude  by  falling  lasted  most  of  the  night.  The  ship’s  navigation  system  had  broken, 
over  asleep  at  his  feet,  I  pinched  Japanese  children  on  the  row  in  front  and  that  it  was  by  God’s  grace  that  all 
niyself,  chewed  a  stick  of  gum,  and  of  me  had  been  sick  all  night,  and  I  our  lives  were  spared.” 
did  everything  but  prop  my  eyes  open  had  not  even  known  it.  Attendants  had  In  this  life,  the  storms  of  sin  and  suf- 
with  a  toothpick.  rushed  about  reassuring  passengers;  fering  forever  keep  forming,  like  the 

One  thing  he  said  I  do  remember:  one  little  boy  had  cried  and  cried,  thunderclouds  over  the  Pacific.  But 
“Japan  is  still  a  difficult  mission  field,  afraid  the  plane  was  about  to  crash,  “toe  Lord  hath  his  way  in  the  whirl- 
but  it  is  ripe  for  harvest.  If  Christians  But  I  had  known  nothing  of  any  of  it.  wind,  and  in  the  storm,  and  the  clouds 


Sunlight  in  Japan 


Sunlight  streaming  through  stained  glass  provides  a  dramatic  backdrop  for  these 
Japanese  Baptists  during  Bible  study  at  Fukuoka  Baptist  Church.  The  first  Southern 
Baiptist  missionaries  in  Japan  began  work  in  1889.  Now,  some  200  missionaries  work 
with  more  than  300  churches  and  preaching  points  in  the  Japan  and  Okinawa  Bap¬ 
tist  conventions.  (FMB)  PHOTO  By  Warren  Johnson 


Powerline 

for 

teens 


Devotional 


Ability  versus  availability 


AAA  ▼▼  A  AAAV>0<9AAA^y  —  _  , 

disciplship,  and  mission  involvement.  “y 

Other  seminars  included  puppetry,  „  •  jr  u  . 

rlownini?  dramas  rarreatiim  Indiar^  Serving  God  for  me  has  always  been  a  matter  of  faith.  When  God  called 

hvmni  and^  IriSlordf  nraver  me  to  be  a  preacher,  I  accepted  with  reluctance  at  first.  I  thought,  “Why  would 
to  resiionse  to  challeneins  m^saees  ^  ^  *ky,  common  person  with  limited  speaking  ability?  ”  Moses 

.^^^^seeminjlyhadttesameMingwtentesaid-Ohmvl^, 
40  for  ^ededicatton,  and  ten  for  mis-  am  iKk  eloquent  . .  but  I  am  slow^f  sp^h  and  of  a  slow 

Sion  involvement  In  chapter  3  and  4  of  the  book  of  Exodus  he  gave 

More  than  80  young  people  from  the  fot^  different  excuses  as  to  why  he  coiJd  not  do  what  G^ 

New  Choctaw  ^wSn  attended  asked  him  to  do.  Finally  in  Exodus  4:13  he  requested  God 

the  conference  They  were  led  by  Lin-  v  t  n  a*  a 

da  Farve  of  Pearl  River  Commlinity.  ^  Unhke  Mos^,  I  never  did  i^u^t  God  to  send  soigne 

Many  of  the  young  people  made  deci  ^  else  but  like  M<^,  when  God  called  me  I  question^  my 

sioiS^for  Chi4t^h^rt-the  largest  €  ^  ^  !  y  i"  ‘  ^*‘®  ®"‘y  o"®  who  questioned  my 

group  coming  from  outsid/  of  \  ^  much  heard  me  preach  my 

^lahoma  sermon.  Later  he  heard  me  again  and  asked  for  a 

meeting. ‘At  this  meeting  he  urged  me  to  re-evaluate  my 
T^*  •  •  sharp  call  to  preach  and  perhaps  think  about  serving  God  in  some 

IVllSSlOlldnCS  way  that  would  not  involve  a  lot  of  speaking,  to  a  nice  way  he  told  me  I  was 

seek  100,000  What  made  matters  worse  was  that  I  knew  he  was  right  in  his  assessment 

•  TT  ‘  *"y  ability,,  to  those  beginning  days  tt  was  not  hard  to  see  the.  boretf  look 

in  iiong  jvong  on  people’s  faces  when  1  preached.  It  was  not  hard  to  understand  what  the 

little  oM.lhdies  meant  when  they  spx^e  to  me  after  I  preached  and  saidt  “Young 
HONG  KONG  —  Southern  Baptist  man,  I  am  sure  that  one  of  these  days  you  are  going  to  be  a  fine  preacher.’’ 
missionaries  in  Hong  Kong  decided  I  have  questioned  my  ability  many  times  in  doing  what  God  has  called  me 
recently  on  a  goal  of  100,000  Baptists  to  do,  but  I  have  never  questioned  that  God  did  indeed  call  me  to  do  those 
by  the  year  2000.  That  would  mean*  things.  The  story  of  Moses  points  out  that  if  God  calls  us  to  do  his  work,  he 
about  an  8  percent  increase  each  year  will  prepare  us  and  be  with  us  until  the  task  is  accomplished.  A  great  lesson 
from  the  current  figure  of  38,000  Bap-  that  I  am  learning  is  that  God  is  not  looking  for  our  ability  to  accomplish  his 
tists^  Hong  Kong.  Missionaries  work,  but  for  an  availability  to  be  used  him.  All  of  us  may  not  have  great 
estimate  such  growth  would  require  abilUy,  but  any  of  us  can  be  available  to  be  empowered  by  G^  and  to  be  used 
about  an  eightfold  increase  in  Baptist  by  him. 

churches  to  more  than  400.  Sharp  is  pastor,  Sebastopol  Church,  Sebastopol. 
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Friend 

needs 


It  isn’t  always  possible  to  help  a 
friend  in  the  way  you  want  to.  But 
here  are  some  suggestions. 

Do  not  probe  No  one  likes  to 
have  her  troubles  gouged  out  of 
her.  You’ve  got  to  subtle,  sug¬ 
gest,  hint,  but  no  more  Sometimes 
the  best  help  a  friend  can  be  is  just 
to  be  there.  Assure  her  of  your 
I  have  a  friend  who  lives  far  dependability  and  concern.  When 
away  and  she  needs  something,  she  needs  you  she  can  have  you. 
but  I  can’t  seem  to  find  out  what.  Point  out  to  her,  if  possible,  in 
She  is  truly  a  Christian,  yet  things  casual  ways,  the  sources  of  help 
that  have  happened  to  her  have  yo®  have  found, 
really  gotten  her  down  and  now  she  -  Since  she  is  a  Christian,  urge  her 
just  clams  up.  She  says  she  has  not  to  ne^ect  the  possibilities  for 
nothing  to  live  for  and  wishes  the  counsel  in  her  church.  Perhaps 
Lord  would  take  her  away.  I  want  they  have  a  pastor  who  is  easy  to 
to  help  her  and  try,  but  it  doesn’t  talk  to,  or  a  youth  director.  School 
seem  to  help.  Of  course,  letters  counsellors  can  sometimes  give 
aren’t  the  best  way  of  com-  good  counsel.  There’s  often  a 
municating  either.  Have  you  got  relative  to  whom  one  feels  close  It 
any  suggestions  as  to  anything  I  will  probably  work  much  better  if 
can  say  or  do  to  help  her?  PRAY!  you  can  help  her  look  for  help  than 
—  Anything  else?  to  try  to  give  it  yourself. 


EBROADMAN 


Just  for  the  Record 


County  line  * 
to  show  “Joni” 

County  Line  Baptist  will  show  the 
movie,  “Joni,”  April  23  at  7  p.m. 
“Joai,”  a  World  Wi^  Pictures  produc¬ 
tion,  is  based  on  the  real  life  story  of 
Joni  Eareckson  and  her  strui^le 
through  a  tragic  accident. 

County  Line  Church  is  located  bet¬ 
ween  Puckett  and  Mendenhall,  off  of 
Highway  13  on  the  Rankin/Simpson 
County  line.  A  love  offering  wifi  be 
taken. 


Maybe  a  little  chaos  can  be  helpful. 
Consider  Columbus;  he  didn’t  know 
where  he  was  going.  When  he  got 
there,  he  didn’t  know  where  he  was. 
And  when  he  got  back,  he  didn’t  know 
where  he’d  been. 


Confused  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  the  most  Ilfs  Insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

for  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Fri. 

Toll  Free  1-800-367-5492 


Women  of  First  Church,  Eudora,  recently  presented  a  quilt  to  D.  F.  and  Elsie 
wnson  on  their  50th  wedding  anniversary.  The  Wilsons 
have  served  the  Lord  through  their  local  church  First 
'  J  through  the  Northwest  Association,  and  ori 

numerous  mission  trips  to  pioneer  areas.  He  is  a  retired 
farmer,  home  builder,  deacon,  Sunday  School  teacher,  and 
church  and  associational  Brotherhood  director.  He 
^  spearheaded  several 


—  —  I  ^  ,  mission  building  projects.  She 

a  .  B  Sunday  School  teacher  in  the  preschool  area,  a  WMU 

\»  leader,  and  a  VBS  department  director.  Said  the  Eudora 

‘  M  vHk  P^^ct,  Jim  Muston,  “This  special  couple  has  been  an  in- 

vV  •Wjf'  spiration  and  blessing  to  our  church  and  the  entire  com- 

niunity  for  many  years.” 

D.  Wilson 

Church,  Cleveland,  Meadow  Grove  Church.  Rankin 
.  tweived  $1687.14  for  Annie  Arm-  County,  will  show  a  video,  “Focus  on 

/  Im  -  strong  which  was  most  ever  given  the  FamUy,”  on  Sunday  night,  April  23 

'  P*  at  any  one  time.  The  goal  was  $1,200.  at  6  p.m.,  during  Church  TrainiiS.’ 

Eggs  were  plao^  on  an  Easter  egg  This  will  be  the  first  of  a  seven-we^ 
N  tree  for  every  $20  given.  Providence  series. 

Church  sends  3  percent  of  its  offering 
to  Annie  Armstrong  each  mcmth.  Jean 
Mosley  is  WMU  dilator,  and  Eugene  ^  ,  w  .r.. 

Walden  is  pastor  Leesburg  Church  celebrated  its 

f  b.  '  t08th  anniversary  on  April  16.  Two 

I  t  ^  Blue  Mountain  CoUege  Chorale  former  staff  members  returned  to 

^  '^‘tt  prewnt  Its  final  concert  of  the  participate.  Phil  Granger,  a  former 

^r  on  Ap^20  at  8  p  m.,  at  Lowrey  minister  of  music,  sang  and  directed 
\  Memorml  Church,  Blue  Mountain,  the  music.  Former  pastor  Maurice 

Achn^ion  is  free. 'Hie  fu^t  to  Wicker  delivered  the  morning  ser- 
c^^ft  of  a  performance  mon.  Wicker  was  pastor  of  Le^burg 
anH  of  the  Requiem  of  Gabriel  Faure  The  whenthepresentfacilitieswerecon- 

accompanied  at  the  structed.  A  memorial  service  was 
^  McRoberts,  associate  held  during  the  momin^^rogram 
mal^TOn^nference  this  year  for  a  second  time,  professor  of  music.  Soloists  will  be  Seven  LeesWs  memheil 
to  Grande  Rww  valley  this  summer.  She  is  a  senior  Diana  Powell  of  Memphis,  Rick?  S  l?fS 

Womack.  She  Kelly  of  Tupelo.  Keith  Ow^  of  Blw  memoi?  w^  tonoiS  Mre^lS 
with  her  brolhei^ott,  a  student  at  New  Orleans  Mountain,  and  Amelia  Thylor  of  Measells  presented  their  names  fai  a ' 
ont.  was  Taylor  Wbmack,  anbd  her  flower  girl,  right  Wpley.  pe  Morale  is  a  select^era-  memorial^^lSSeS.  Tco“S?dteh 

We  under  direction  of  David  R.  lunch  was  spread  at  noon.  Odns 


"This  book  is  a  delightful 
collection  of  woid  pictures 
laid  alongside  the  vital  truths 
of  God’s  Word.” 

—Frank  Pollard,  Pastor 

Along  the  Way  Home,  a  se¬ 
quel  to  Mixon’s  Off  the  Main 
Road,  is  written  in  the  author’s 
popular  style  of  communicating 
glimpses  of  country  life  paired 
with  spiritual  values.  “Behind  the 
Stove,”  “Family  Ties,”  and 
“Home  Before  Dark”  vividly 
describe  country  life  along  the 
way  home. 

This  book  is  great  for  gift  giv¬ 
ing  and  lor  rasourpe,  illustrations 
tor  ministers  and  tecKhers. 

^  Hardback,  $7B5 

Jerry  W.  Mixon  is  pastor  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Winona, 
Mississippi. 


Staff  changes 


Ibmmy  Snyder  is  pastor  of  Thte 
-r^:dsgrat.  .  Street 


Dan  Bradley  is  thq,new 


Church,  KitUwakeChundLPBssOiristian.  He 
Corinth.  He  goes  to  and  his  wife,  Sharon,  are  former  FMB 
Thte  Street  from  missionaries  to  Kenya,  where  he 
the  pastorate  of  worked  in  church  establishment  and 
Calvary  Church,  in  beginning  the  Nyanza  Bible  School 
Greenville.  He  is  a  for  pastor  training. 


Most  of  us  worry  more  about 
whether  folks  will  think  we  are  evil 
than  whether  we  are  evil. 


Snyder  nary. 


1  . 1 

1 

^ _  1 

Thursday,  April  20,  1989 
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WMU  will 


sponsor  trip  to  Ridgecrest 

headquarters,  a  ticket  to  see  the  eludes  bus  transportation  week’s 

rvvMsrMrk  _ !_  _  j  i_  i  \  .  * 

n»m  and  board  at  Ridgecrest,  two 
■'>  in  motels  enroute  to 
- 1  other 

features. 

On  Friday,  July  7,  the  group  will  For  additional  information,  and  for 

. J  registration  forms,  contact  Miss  Pat- 

^  .  . . .  i  terson  at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 

Cost  of  the  trip  is  $420,  which  in-  39205. 

"Iliirelve  Keys  To  /In  Effective^^lF 

How  effective  is  the  ministry  of  your  church? 

What  motivates  your  peopie?  Really? 

Is  your  church  making  progress  or  simply  putting  out  fires? 
What  are  the  four  worst/best  questions  churches  ask  when 

they  plan? 

Get  the  answers  to  these  and  many  more 
questions  as  Dr.  Kennon  L.  Callahan  leads 
a  two-day  seminar  on  ‘Twelve  Keys  To  An  Ef¬ 
fective  Church”  on  May  10-11, 1989,  from  8:45 
a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  at  the  HInds-Madlson  Bap¬ 
tist  Assoclatlonal  office  at  6530  Dogwood 
View  Drive  in  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Dr.  Callahan  has  received  wide  recognition  for  his 
work  as  one  of  the  leading  long  range  planning  con¬ 
sultants  working  with  churches.  He  combines  his 
training  as  a  pastor  and  theologian  with  extensive  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  consultant,  researcher,  and  lecturer.  He 
*  has  served  as  consultant  with  more  than  one  thou- 
I  sand  churches  of  all  sizes  during  the  past  30  years. 


^.u^ioiciiiv.icuujucpcirvoiasiaie-  arama,  "unto  inese  Hills,”  scenic  i 
yide  bus  group  going  to  Ridgecrest  ride  on  the  Great  Smokv  Mountains  nights' 

summer  WMU  inference,  ac-  Train,  and  lunch  at  the  Jarrett  House,  Ridgecrest,  plus  “severa7 
Porting  to  Marjean  Patterson,  ex-  an  old  hotel  in  a  mountain  village 
^tive  director,  Mississippi  WMU  C  ”  '  ’  -  •  -  - 

xne  bus  will  leave  from  the  Jackson  leave  Ridgecrest  and  drive  directly 
area  on  Thursday,  June  29,  go  by  way  home  to  Mississippi. 

of  Nashville,  Gatlinburg,  and  . . 

Cherokee  before  arriving  at 
Ridgecrest.  The  trip  will  include  a 
tour  of  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 


)mecomings 


Goss  Church,  Columbia:  April  30; 
homecoming;  Sunday  School  at  10 
a.m.;  morning  worship  at  11;  covered 
dish  dinner  after  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice;  afternoon  service;  no  evening 
service;  David  Rogers,  minister  of 
education  at  Main  Street  Church,  Hat- 
Uesburg,  guest  speaker;  William 
Wright,  pastor;  Mark  McArthur, 
music  director;  (Rogers,  graduate  of 
William  Carey  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  was  licensed  by  Goss 
Church,  and  ordained  by 'First, 
Columbia. ) 


Secretaries  elect  officers 


Mississippi  Baptist  Secretories  Association  installed  officers  at  Camp  Garaywa, 
April  10, 1989.  Serving  as  officers  for  the  coming  year  are,  pictured  left  to  right,  Tinie 
Slade,  president,  Bayou  View  Church,  Gulfport;  Vivian  laylor,  secretary-treasurer, 
Wayne  Baptist  Association,  Waynesboro;  Sarah  Majure,  first  vice  president,  Green^ 
field  Church,  Greenville:  Jeanette  Flowers,  second  vice  president.  First  Church, 
Jackson. 


Revival  dates 


Harmony  (Carroll):  April  30;  Ken 
Gower,  new  pastor,  will  speak  at  11 
a.m.  service;  dinner  on  the  grounds ; 
Harmony  (Cemetery  Association  will 
celebrate  113th  year  at  1:30  p.m. 
meeting. 


Midway,  Jackson:  April  21,  22  at  7  Zion  HUI,  Liberty:  youth  revival- 
p.m.  and  Sunday,  April  23,  at  10:15  April  28-30;  7  nighUy;  Gary  Phillips, 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.  John  McClall,  head  of  speaker;  Dwayne  Sims,  music; 
the  Department  of  Religion  at  Woody  Rimes,  pastor. 

Mississippi  College,  evangelist;  David  a  •  „ 

Wilkinson,  pastor.  Dublin,  Prentiss:  April  23^;  7 

^  nightly;  Gus  Memtt,  pastor,  Garke 

Venable  Memorial,  Decatur, 
First,  Yazoo  City:  April  28-30;  lay  evangelist;  Hubert  Greer,  music 
renewal  weekend;  Sidn^  J.  Ellis,  evangelist,  Brookhaven,  music; 
renewal  evangelism  associate.  Green-  Robert  L.  Dunn,  pastor. 

Hom.w»Kl,  Homewood:  April 

toTdSiSS’ 

d.in.  AiKi  7  p.m.  I  Ddiiiiy  L&ffsrty, 


C^FROM  THEK^ 

HOLY  LAND 


Imagine,  growing  your  own  vegetables  with  seeds  from  the 
Holy  Land!  Carefully  selected  from  the  best  hybrid  varieties, 
these  seeds  will  bring  the  flavor  of  the  Holy  Land  to  your  garden! 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  ft  stay  at  Keller’s  Country 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  Air- 
conditkMied  lodging,  swimming,  $8 
tickets,  new  grilled/burger- 
cookout,  and  breakfast  —  ALL  for 
$23  each!  Call  501-253-8418  today! 


Choose  from  the 
following  varieties 
Qty 

_  /d//a  Zucchini 

Nazareth 

_ Cherry  .Ibmato 

Mount  Tabor 
_  Tomato 

Bethlehem 

Watermelon 

Caesarea 
-  Cucumber 

Capernaum 
-  Cantaloupe 


“How  did  you  and  boo  ever  come  to 
marry?’’ 

“It’s  the  same  old  story.  We  started 
out  to  be  good  friends,  and  later  we' 
changed  our  minds.” ' 


ADDRESS 


FOR  SALE:  LIGHT  OAK  PUL¬ 
PIT,  communion  table,'  two 
ebairs;  18  pews  — 19  ft.  with  built- 
in  green  upholstered  seats,  good 
condition.  Call  (601)  384-5743. 


Enclose  $3.95  for  each  packet  of  seeds. 
Price  includes  shipping  arid  handling. 
Allow  6-8  weeks  for  delivery. 

SPKIAL  BONUS:  Receive  a  FREE  beautiful 
full<olor  map  of  the  Holy  Land  with  an  order 
of  $25  or  more! 

Send  your  check  and  completed  order  form  to: 
FintMiH  Seed,  Inc. 

P.O.Box  1249 
lackson,  MS  )9215-1249 


U.S.  AND  CHRIS’HAN  FLAG  sets. 
Offered  by  Wooldridge  Specialties, 
P.  O.  Box  8004,  Kossutb,  MS  38834. 
For  orders  or  info  (601)  287-5741. 
“Mississippi's  Flag  Source” 


We  must  be  reconciled 


SBC  registration  cards  available 


R^istration  cards  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  are  available  from 
the  executive  director’s  office  of  the 
Mississii^i  Baptist  Convention  Board, 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205,  phone 
968-3800.  They  are  not  mailed  out 
automatically;  they  must  be 
requested. 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
apostles  had  continued  in  their  own 
self-determined  way,  the  church 
would  not  have  united;  however,  they 
clothed  themselves  with  humility  for 
the  benefit  of  the  church. 

Let  me  call  attention  to  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  God  that  go  back  to  the 
beginning.  Jesus  summarized  the  Ten 
Commandments  in  two  verses.  “And 
thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with 
all  ttiy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and 
with  all  thy  mind,  and  with  all  thy 
strength;  This  is  the  first  command¬ 
ment.  And  the  second  is  like,  namely 
this,  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.  There  is  none  other  com¬ 
mandment  greater  than  these.” 
Where  is  that  love? 

I  have  heard  many  sermons  from 
different  events  in  the  life  of  Jacob. 
The  greatest  lesson  I  get  is  the  com¬ 
bination  of  events  that  took  place  over 
a  period  of  years.  This  reflects  the 
principle  of  the  Ibn  Commandments 
and  took  place  more  than  four  hun¬ 


dred  years  before  Moses  received  the 
Ten  (Commandments. 

Jacob,  under  the  advice  and  in¬ 
struction  of  his  mother,  deceived  and 
swindled  Esau,  his  brother,  out  of  his 
blessing.  This  in  turn  made  Esau  very 
angry.  He  threatened  to  kill  Jacob. 
Jacob  left  home  brokenhearted  to  go 
to  his  mother’s  homeland. 

God  will  not  despise  a  broken  and 
contrite  heart;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
first  day  of  tra^,  Jacob  lay  down  to 
sleep.  During  the  night,  Ckid  appeared 
to  Jacob  as  he  saw  a  ladder  reaching 
to  heaven.  The  next  day  Jacob  poured 
oil  on  the  stones  where  he  rested  his 
head  and  made  a  vow  to  God. 

This  is  the  place  where  God  at  a 
later  date  called  Jacob  back  to  build 
an  altar.  At  this  time  there  was 
something  lacking  in  Jacob’s  life  for 
him  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
altar. 

Jacob  went  on  his  way,  and  he 
labored  for  20  years  to  get  his  family 
and  worldly  goods.  then  put  a 
desire  in  has  heart  to  return  home 


Just  before  Jacob  and  his  family 
reached  home,  he  met  his  brother, 
Esau;  and  they  were  reconciled.  After 
the  reconciliation,  Jacob  was  then  in 
the  right  condition  to  do  service  in 
building  the  altar. 

Jesus  said,  “Therefore  if  thou  bring 
thy  gift  to  the  altar,  and  there 
rememberest  that  thy  brother  hath 
aught  against  thee;  Leave  there  thy 
^t  before  the  altar,  and  go  thy  way; 
first  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother,  and 
then  come  and  offer  thy  gift.”  Our 
Baptist  church  covenant  calls  for 
reconciliation  and  to  secure  it  without 
delay. 

We  can  understand  from  the  very 
beginning  that  we  should  be  our 
brother’s  keeper.  We  should  be  cloth¬ 
ed  with  humility  before  we  can  serve 
at  the  altar. 

Micah  6:8  reads,  he  hath  shewed 
thee,  O  man,  what  is  good;  and  what 
doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but  to 
do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
walk  humbly  with  thy  God? 

R.  E.  Shaw  lives  in  Perkinston. 


Chmch  Training  Leadership 


gutfshere'SI, 


The  best  yeti 


How  many  people  have  you  heard  testify  to  the  fact  that  they  got 
their  start  in  Christian  service  through  Church  Training?  It  use  to 
be  that  almost  every  church  worker  and  church  staff  member  made 
this  claim.  That  no  longer  seems  to  be  true. 

The  solution?  Trained  leaders  who  can  help  people  develop 
knowledge  and  skills  in  these  Baptist  basics. 

The  best  training  ground?  Certainly  Gulfshore  Church  Training 
Leadership  (inference  has  to  rank  at  the  top. 

Thursday  evening  through  Saturday  noon.  July  13-15. 

There  is  a  confereiKe  for  each  age  group  plus  Assoclational 
Church  Training  directors. 

Church  Recreation  and  Bible  Drill  conferences  are  held  in 
conjuiKtlon  with  the  Church  Training  Leadership  Conference. 

Reservations  accepted. 


names  in  the  news 


Grand  Ole  Opry  comic,  Jerry 
Glower,  on  May  14  and  May  26  will 
give  commencement  addresses  at  two 
schools.  On  May  14,  Glower  will 
precede  diplomas  and  distinctions  ^ 
speaking  to  the  graduates  of 
Southwest  Mississippi  Community 
College  in  Summit.  He  is  an  alumnus 
of  the  school,  which  he  attended  prior 
to  Mississippi  State  University.  On 
May  26,  Glower  will  address  the 
.350-member  student  body  of  Marine 
.Military  Academy  in  Harlingen,  Tex. 
Last  year,  he  spoke  to  the  graduating 
class  of  Mississippi  College. 

Danny  H.  Owen,  a  behavioral  health 
chaplain  at  North  Mississippi  Medical 
Center,  'Tupelo,  has  been  certified  as 
a  feUow  of  the  college  of  chaplains,  the 
major  certifying  b^y  for  chaplains. 
Owen  is  a  member  of  Harrisburg 
C^hurch,  'Tupelo. 


f 

lifi 

k 

Mark  Dunn,  left,  has  received  the  first 
annual  William  D.  Clawson  Ministerial 
Education  Scholarship.  The  scholarship, 
honoring  Clawson  (right),  is  given  by  the 
Board  of  Ministerial  Education  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  Dunn  is 
a  senior  religion  major  at  Carey  where 
Clawson  is  professor  emeritus  of  religion. 
Dunn  i^  also  minister  of  youth  at 
Fellowship  Church. 


Lewis  Smith,  director  of  church- 
minister  relations  for  Mississippi 
Baptist,  spoke  recently  at  chapel  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Frances  Smith,  assistant  professor, 
and  Alfred  Foy,  associate  professor, 
both  from  the  William  Carey  College 
£>epartment  of  Education,  attend^ 
an  April  6  meeting  of  AMTE 
(Association  of  Mississippi  'Teacher 
Educators)  in  Jackson.  Smith  is 
secretary/treasurer  of  the  state-wide 
organization  of  educators  who  work 
with  student  teachers. 


A  study  of  the  US  National  Council 
of  Churches  reported  that  from  1978 
to  1988  the  number  of  women  ordain¬ 
ed  to  full  ministry  in  the  U.S.A.  doubl¬ 
ed  from  10,470  to  20,730.  Women  now 
make  up  7.9  percent  of  the  total  clergy. 


Experience  this  life-changing 
journey  to  the  land  of 
our  of  missions  heritage. 


TCOUR 
L®TT)e 
jn©®w’s 
CHIMK* 

Tours  of  Lottie  Moon's  China  are  a  missions  educa¬ 
tion  and  support  project  of  Woman's  Missionary 
Union,  Auxiliary  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 

•  Tours  are  limited  in  size. 

•  Both  men  and  women  are  permitted  to  register. 

•  Participants  should  be  in  good  health  and  should 
have  a  serious  interest  in  Christianity. 

Tour  dates  in  1989: 

June  23-July  9 
July  7-23 
July  28-Aug.  13 
Aug.  4-20 
Aug.  11-27 


May  5-21 
May  12-28 
May  19-June  4 
June  16-July  2 
June  19-July  6 

Tor  full  information,  contact  WNU  s  authorized  travel  agent  for 
Tour  Lottie  ftoon's  China*,  or  write  WMU.  SBC: 

llcritage  Travel 

%Maiy  Lou  Crutcher 
1204  South  Third.  Suite  A 
Louisville,  KY  40203 
1  (800)  325  6708 


Aug.  18-Sept.  3 
Sept.  8-24 
Sept.  29-Oct.  15 
Oct  6-22 
Oct  2(M1ov.  5 


nfMU,  SBC 
%Catherine  Allen 
P.O.  Box  830010 
Birmingham,  AL  35283-0010 
(205)  991  8100 


Churches  Adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

'The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan  since 
those  reported  in  the  Feb.  23  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record :  Covington/Jeff 
Davis:  Carson;  Gulfcoast;  East  Howard;  Jackson;  Calvary;  Jones: 
Summerland;  Lee:  Chesterville;  Neshoba;  Hope  and  North  Calvary; 
Oktibbeha:  First  Baptist  Church  —  Maben  and  Morgan  Chapel;  Pike: 
Johnston  Station;  Pontotoc:  Ecru;  Simpson;  Dry  Creek;  Tishomingo: 
New  Salem;  Wayne:  Water  Oak;  Yazoo;  Melrose. 


Senior  Adult  Corner 


Copiah  Baptists 
to  sponsor 
senior  adult  rally 

V  A  senior  adult  rally  'will  be  spon¬ 
sored  by  Ct^iah  Association  on  April 
27  at  10  a.m.  Ibe  meeting  will  be  held 
at  Hi^iland  Baptist  Church  in  Crystal 
Springs  and  wiD  feature  Chester  Swor, 
prominent  Mississippi  Baptist 
speaker  and  author.  Also  on  the  pro- 
gam  will  be  the  Golden  Choir  of  I^t 
Church  in  Crystal  Springs. 

A  covered  dish  luncheon  will  be 


served  in  the  church  fellowship  hall 
foUowii^  the  rally.  Area  senior  adults 
are  invited  to  this  special  time  of  in¬ 
spiration.  Further  information  may 
be  obtained  1^  calling  892-1149  or 
894-2024. 


HAS  GOD  CALLED  YOU  INTO  A  CHURCH- 
RELATED  VOCATION?  Are  you  currently  serving  as 
a  pastor,  minister  of  music,  minister  of  youth,  or 
minister  of  education? 

Do  you  feel  led  to  serve  as  a  chaplain  or  as  a  missionary? 
If  so.  .  . 

FLORIDA  BAPTIST  THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE  will 
prepare  you  for  theae  miniatriet! 


"Egatppfnt  The  CaSerf” 

(owned  br  dw  Florida  Bsptist  Convention) 


*  Low  tuition  coetf 

•  Ineiperaive  on-camptu  houiin«.  (3  BR  Britk) 

•  V.A.  Benefits  and  other  scholarship  programs 

*  Open  to  all  evangclicais 


FOR  MORE  mFORMATION.  WRITE  OR 

*>»  Doan 

FBTC 

1306  Cdlaga  Oriva 
QracavWa,  FL  32440 
(904)263-3261 

•  Facuhy/adminiatration  committed  to  academic  excellence  and 
Chrietian  miiuatry 

•  Accredited  by  the  Commiision  on  CoBeges  of  the  Southern 
Aseociation  of  Colleges  &  Schools 

•  Placcmenc  opportunities  available  for  students 


t 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSON  COMMENTARIES 


Paul’s  ministry  in  Macedonia 


By  Bert  Breland 
Acts  15:36-17:15 

Our  passage  this  week  is  the  beginning  of 
what  is  commonly  known  as  Paul’s  second  mis¬ 
sionary  journey.  Its  beginning  is  seemingly 

- marr^  by  the  separation  of 

the  great  missionary  team 
of  Paul  and  Barnabas.  This 
was  probably  a  blessing  in 
disguise  because  it  got  two 
teams  in  action  rather  than 
just  one.  For  the  most  part 
people  believe  that  the 
separation  was  caused  by  a 
difference  of  opinion  over 
John  Mark  and  whether  or 
_  ,  .  not  be  should  be  taken  along, 

tsreiana  interpretation  is  ob¬ 

vious  from  the  text  but  there  may  have  been 
another  problem.  Frank  Stagg,  in  his  commen¬ 
tary  on  Acts,  has  suggested  that  there  may  have 
been  a  division  developing  between  Paul  and 
Barnabas  over  the  race  issue  between  Jews  and 
Gentiles.  Stagg  points  to  Paul’s  letter  to  Uie 
Galatians,  chapter  2,  in  which  Paul  was  discuss¬ 
ing  some  of  the  things  that  we  are  studying  in 


BIBLE  BOOK 

Acts  15,  the  relevant  issue  being  that  Barnabas 
had  been  carried  away  with  some  of  the  other 
Jewish-Christians  and  had  refused  to  eat  with 
Gentile-Christians.  If  indeed  the  event  in  Gala¬ 
tians  2  occurred  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the 
s^ond  missionary  journey  it  would  have  been 
difficult  for  Paul  and  Barnabas  to  have  work¬ 
ed  together  at  that  time. 

Paul  began  this  journey  by  returning  to  the 
churches  that  he  had  visited  on  the  first 
journey,  his  purpose  being  to  strengthen  them. 
Paul  set  a  good  example  for  all  of  us  in  our  con¬ 
tinuing  responsibility  in  discipling  those  that  we 
have  led  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ.  One  of  the  most 
signiHcant  things  that  happened  on  this  journey 
was  Timothy  joining  the  ranks  of  Paul’s 
associates.  One  of  the  most  difficult  things  to 
understand  was  Paul’s  requiring  Timothy  to  be 
circumcised. 

After  the  strong  stand  that  he  had  taken  at 
Antioch  and  Jersualem,  repudiating  this  idea 
that  Gentiles  must  become  Jews  before  they 


could  become  Christians,  it  is  difficult  to  recon¬ 
cile  his  action  concerning  Timothy.  It  is  difficult 
to  imagine  that  Paul  made  this  concession  to 
the  Judaizers  of  Jerusalem.  Most  certainly  this 
miKt  have  happened  some  time  prior  to  the 
writing  of  Galatians.  Also,  Paul  must  have  b^n 
acting  in  the  interest  of  harmony  and 
expediency. 

One  of  the  interesting  things  about  this 
journey  was  the  fact  that  on  two  occasions  Paul 
was  forbidden  by  God  to  enter  certain  regions 
to  preach  the  gospel.  On  one  occasion  Luke 
records  that  he  was  forbidden  by  the  “Holy 
Spirit’’  and  on  another  it  was  the  “Spirit  of 
Jesus.”  The  obvious  reason  for  these  doors  clos¬ 
ing  was  because  God  was  about  to  open  another 
door  of  greater  opportunity.  Paul  would  receive 
the  call  to  Macedonia  in  a  dream.  This  is  the 
area  of  the  world  that  we  know  today  as  Greece. 
This  would  become  a  ripe  field  for  Paul’s 
evangelistic  ministry.  Much  of  Paul’s  work  and 
later  writing  would  be  directed  to  the  area  of 
Macedonia. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  stories  in  the  book 
of  Acts  is  concerning  Paul’s  experience  in  the 
Roman  colony  of  Philippi.  Paul  had  b^n 


plagued  by  a  young  girl  following  him  around 
and  crying  out  while  he  and  Silas  were  trying 
to  preach,  and  he  finally  grew  tired  of  it,  and 
he  cast  the  evil  spirit  out  of  the  girl.  This  ac¬ 
tion  brought  on  the  anger  of  the  men  that  had 
used  the  girl  as  a  fortune  teller.  They  got  the 
city  officials  to  take  action  against  these  Jewish 
intruders.  Paul  and  Silas  were  beaten  and 
thrown  into  prison. 

If  ever  a  Christian  would  be  inclined  to  feel 
sorry  for  himself  this  certainly  would  have  been 
the  time  to  do  it.  Instead,  Paul  and  Silas  seiz¬ 
ed  the  opportunity  to  proclaim  good  news  to 
those  in  the  jail.  They  sat  up  all  night  singing 
and  praising  God.  I  believe  that  the  reason  they 
were  up  all  nijght  praising  God  was  because 
they  had  a  revival  in  the  jail  and  all  the  other 
prisoners  were  converted.  This  would  account 
for  the  other  prisoners  not  leaving  the  jail  when 
the  earthquake  opened  all  the  doors.  Further, 
a  revival  service  that  the  jailer  had  been  forc¬ 
ed  to  listen  to  would  account  for  his  informed 
and  relevant  question,  “Sirs,  what  must  I  do  to 
be  saved?” 

Breland  is  pastor.  North  Greenwood  Church, 
Greenwood. 


Dealing  with  spiritual  failure 


By  Greg  Martin 
Joshua  7:1-13 

Charles  Dobson  of  Ontario,  Canada,  was  hav¬ 
ing  a  problem  with  his  garbage  service.  'Ib 
alleviate  himself  of  the  pr^lem  he  wrapped  his 
bacon  rinds,  egg  shells,  and 
other  waste  piquets  in  a 
box  with  white  paper  and 
red  ribbon.  He  often  would 

Elace  this  peculiar  package 
y  the  freeway  near  his 
house.  People  would  drive 
up  to  the  present,  stop,  look 
all  around  to  make  sure  no 
one  was  spying,  and  then 
much  to  their  later  surprise 

Martin  of 

garbage. 

Sin  is  like  a  gift  of  garbage.  At  first  it  looks 
so  inviting.  It  is  always  packaged  in  an  attrac¬ 
tive  way.  Only  later  is  its  stench  realized. 

Sin  is  a  reality  that  believers  must  deal  with, 
lb  fail  to  confront  sin  is  to  welcome  moral  and 
spiritual  failure.  Joshua  7-8  teaches  us  that  we 
can  deal  constructively  with  moral  and 
spiritual  failure  by  acj^nowledging  and  confess¬ 
ing  sin  and  by  rededicating  ourselves  to  God’s 
purpose. 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

The  Israelites  had  gone  up  to  conquer  Ai.  In¬ 
stead  of  victory,  they  experienced  defeat. 
Joshua  and  the  people  could  not  understand 
why,  since  in  chapter  6  God  wrought  the  victory 
over  the  fortified  city  of  Jericho.  The  reason  for 
defeat  at  the  smaller  city  of  Ai  was  disobe¬ 
dience  (verse  11). 

This  failure  brought  great  fear  to  God’s  peo¬ 
ple.  Their  hearts  “melted  and  became  as 
water”  (verse  5).  Disobedience  leads  to  fear.  I 
John  4 : 18  reminds  us  that  “perfect  love  casteth 
out  fear.”  Love  was  defined  by  Jesus  in  John 
14:21,  23  as  obedience.  If  you  desire  not  to  be 
fearful,  then  obedient  love  needs  to  occupy  your 
life.  ^ 

As  the  beaten  Israelite  troops  came  marching 
into  the  camp  Joshua  prayed  a  prayer  that  we 
all  have  prayed  during  times  of  failure  (verse 
7).  He  asked  God  why  he  allowed  disaster  to  fall 
on  Israel.  Joshua  suggested  the  people  would 
have  been  better  off  not  to  have  crossed  the  Jor¬ 
dan.  His  words  sound  similar  to  the  murmur¬ 
ing  of  the  people  in  the  wilderness  wanderings. 

Often  when  there  is  failure  and  defeaL  we  are 
inclined  to  Marne  Gkxl.jOur  (jod  is  a  victorious 


One.  When  failure  comes,  it  should  be  followed 
by  a  period  of  seeking  God  and  self-reflection. 
We  never  need  to  question  the  Lord.  In  failure 
we  need  to  examine  our  own  motives,  attitudes, 
and  actions. 

The  Lord  told  Joshua  the  failure  at  Ai  was 
because  of  sin  (verses  10-11).  Joshua  was  in¬ 
structed  to  quit  praying  and  deal  with  the  trans¬ 
gression.  Verse  11  informs  us  the  sin  was  a 
violation  of  the  covenant  concerning  the  spoils 
of  Jericho.  Joshua  6:18-19  reminds  us  that  all 
the  silver,  gold,  bronze,  and  iron  vessels  were 
to  be  taken  for  the  Lord,  not  personal  posses¬ 
sion.  At  the  Jericho  raid,  Achan  kept  some  of 
the  spoils  for  himself.  Joshua  7:21  is  an  ac¬ 
curate  testimony  of  how  sin  works.  First  Achan 
saw,  then  coveted,  then  toMi,  and  finally  con¬ 
cealed  the  vessels. 

Achan’s  progressive  dealing  with  the  contra¬ 
band  led  to  trouble  for  all  Israel.  At  the  Ai  raid, 
36  men  lost  their  lives,  the  Israelite  soldiers  had 
to  flee  for  their  lives,  and  the  testimony  of  God 
was  damaged  ( verse  9).  All  of  this  was  because 
of  one  man’s  disobedience. 

Some  in  our -day  are  so  presumptuous  as  to 
say  their  sin  has  no  effect  on  others.  Such  is  not 
the  case  Ask  a  child  whose  mother  drinks  away 
the  grocery  money.  Ask  a  teenager  whose 


father  gambles  away  his  paycheck.  Sin  has  a 
great  effect  on  the  innocent,  as  well  as  the  guil¬ 
ty.  Paul  warned  about  the  leavening  of  sin  in 
I  Corinthians  5:7-8. 

In  verse  12,  the  Lord  warned  Joshua  that  he 
would  not  be  with  the  people  in  a  victorious  way 
until  the  sin  was  exposed  and  dealt  with.  Tb  be 
absent  of  God’s  presence  would  surely  bring 
greater  defeat  for  the  people  of  God. 

Joshua  was  told  to  rectify  the  situation.  The 
people  needed  to  be  consecrated  and  the  con¬ 
traband  relinquished  (verse  13).  When  Achan 
was  discovered  to  be  the  guilty  soldier,  Joshua 
demanded  that  he  give  glory  and  praise  to  (Sod 
by  confessing  his  sin  (verse  19).  Achan  did  con¬ 
fess  his  sin  and  then  reaped  its  wages  (Romans 
6:23).  Afterward  the  people  were  able  to  go  on 
and  experience  victory  at  Ai  and  throughout  the 
rest  of  Canaan. 

God’s  people  today  are  on  the  threshold  of  vic¬ 
tory  when  sin  is  confessed  and  forsaken  (Pro¬ 
verbs  28:13).  We  may  not  conceal  sin  under  our 
house  but  we  often  do  in  our  hearts.  Such  ac¬ 
tion  only  leads  to  despair,  fear,  and  defeat.  Vic¬ 
tory  is  ours  when  we  practice  obedience  and  ex¬ 
perience  recommitment  to  the  purposes  of  God. 

Martin  is  pastor.  Commission  Road,  Long 
Beach. 


Paul  admonishes,  “Rejoice  in  Christ 


By  Gary  G.  Berry 
Philippians  4:4-19 

This  passage  of  scripture  is  applicable  to  the 
“daily  ^nd”  of  the  Christian  life.  No  matter 
what  circumstances  Christians  face,  they  can 
rejoice  in  the  confidence 
that  Christ  will  provide  for 
every  need. 

Paul  wrote  these  words  to 
the  Philippians  toward  the 
end  of  his  life.  'Thus,  these 
are  not  idle  words  or 
untested  attitudes  being 
spoken  by  an  over-zealous 
novice  Mweover,  he  was  not 
writing  from  a  luxury  suite 
in  a  posh  Roman  hotel.  He 
^  was  lying  in  prison  with 
almost  certain  death  awaiting  him. 

The  admonition  in  verses  4-5  is  powerful 
enough  to  change  anv  sour  outlocA  on  life  Paul 
was  saying  that  he  had  evaluated  aU  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  oTQie  past,  weighed  all  the  possibilities 
of  the  future,  and  the  one  thing  that  became 


UNIFORM 


clear  was  his  reason  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord.  Joy, 
being  an  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  Spirit, 
should  be  cultivated  in  every  situation.  Cir¬ 
cumstances  should  not  determine  the  conation 
of  the  heart  and  mind. 

Another  key  to  genuine  joy  is  introduced  in 
verse  6.  "Hie  believer  should  stop  being  anxious, 
or  wcp’mng  about  matters  of  secondary  impor¬ 
tance  ‘This  sounds  like  the  instructions  Jesus 
gave  his  disciples  (Matthew  6:25-34). 

One  cure  for  worry  is  prayer.  The  Christian 
should  take  everything  to  (jSod  in  prayer.  Every 
decision,  every  disappointment,  every  danger 
faced  should  be  saturated  in  prayer. 

Another  cure  for  worry  or  (Impair  is  to  think 
properly  (verse  8).  Jesus  said,  “As  a  man 
thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  is  he”  looking  at 
difficulties  from  God^  perspective  and  the 


“truth”  will  become  evident.  The  mind  of  the 
Christian  should  dwell  only  upon :  what  is  true 
as  opposed  to  what  is  deceptive;  what  is 
honorable  instead  of  what  is  mshonest ;  what 
is  ri^t  instead  of  what  is  easy  or  popular;  what 
is  pure  instead  of  what  is  sordid  and  shabby; 
what  is  winsome  (lovely)  instead  of  what  is 
vengeful  and  bitter;  what  is  admirable,  instead 
of  what  is  ugly  and  false  Paul  concluded  direc¬ 
tions  for  a  proper  (Christian  mindset  by  en¬ 
couraging  the  pursuit  of  excellence.  One  con¬ 
temporary  believer  said,  “If  you  pile  up  enough 
trash  in  your  mind  or  in  your  life,  you  won’t  have 
to  teU  the  world  yo(rte  a  trash  can  because  yoiir 
odor  will  announce  it  for  you.” 

Whenever  the  Christian  is  able  to  stop  wor¬ 
rying  and  start  praying,  and  is  willing  to  fix  his 
mind  on  proper  things,  two  things  will  happen. 
First,  the  p^ce  of  God  will  stand  as  a  guaiti 
protecting  both  his  heart  and  mind  in  Christ 
(voae  7).  Second,  the  God  of  peace  himself  will 
be  present.  What  could  be  better  than  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  peace  of  God  and  the  presence  of 
the  God  of  peace? 


Paul  was  a  proper  model  of  Christian  living 
(verse  9).  Could  you  name  three  people  whom 
you  know  well  who  are  good  models  of 
Christlikeness?  More  importantly,  would  three 
people  name  you  as  a  pure  example  of 
CJhristlikeness?  — 

'The  Philippians  had  responded  to  Paul’s 
needs  with  generous  aid  (w.  10-13).  Their  care 
for  him,  which  may  have  suteided  temporari¬ 
ly,  had  started  to  bloom  again.  According  to 
Paul,  he  had  learned  a  priceless  principle  of 
Christian  living.  He  had  discovered  the  secret 
of  being  content.  Many  pewle  pwn"  RV’s 
(recrrational  vehicles ITTWdst  of^m  are  “self- 
contained.”  They  have  on  board  everything 
necessary  for  the  vacation  or  excursion:  water, 

food,  ice,  heat - Paul  declared  that  in  Christ 

he  was  “sufficient”  for  every  situation.  He  was 
content,  not  as  a  result  of  human  achievement 
but  as  a  result  of  (tod’s  gift.  He  was  not  self- 
sufficient;  he  was  (tod-sufficient.  Whether  he 
had  everything  or  nothing,  he  had  enough 
because  he  had  Jesus. 

Berry  is  pastur.'PlHi,  iMeOiMK 
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Beeson  School 
adds  Graham 

chair 


Students  take 
gospel  to  beach 


evani 


ism 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ajii.  (BP)  -  A  BU- 
ly  Graham  chair  of  evangelism  and 
church  growth  has  been  established  at 
the  Beeson  Divinity  School  of  Samford 
University  here. 

Earlier  this  year,  evangelist 
Graham  gave  permission  for  the  chair 
to  be  named  in  his  honor,  said  Divini¬ 
ty  School  Dean  Timothy  George. 

The  school’s  benefactor,  Ralph 
Waldo  Beeson,  has  guested  timt 
missions  and  evangelism  be  given  a 
high  priority  in  the  development  of  the 
school’s  curriculum. 

A  national  search  for  the  first  per¬ 
son  to  hold  the  chair  will  begin  this 
spring,  he  said. 


H  ^  Reach  participants  used  a 

iniHion  college  and  high  school  sjmpjg  survey  as  a  means  of  starting 

»1U>  people  on  thi 

such  as  “What  in  Jour  opiidon  is  the  , 
basic  problem  of  humanity?”  and  “If  d 
you  oould  know  and  experience  God  ■ 
personaUy  would  you  be^terested?’’  1 

During  the  peak  week  of  March  P‘^"“hon. 

20-24, 127  students  ministered  on  the  On  the  first  day*  Jennifer  Massey,  a  , 

Gulf  coast  at  Oearwater  Beach,  while  student  at  Ouachita  Univwsity,  stroll-  »r 
another.  64  worked  on  the  Atlantic  ed  along  Pier  60  toward  the  ocean  and  ^ 
coast  at  Daytona  Beach.  The  group  at  encountered  a  college-age  girl  walk-  ■ 

Clearwater  that  week,  representing  ing  alone.  “Would  you  like  to  take  our  W, 
five  schools,  was  the  largest  sin^e  survey?”  Massey  asked, 
team  during  the  month-long  effort.  While  seagulls  flew  overhead  and  a 

At  Clearwater,  Beach  Reach  pa^  cool  breeze  blew  off  the  water,  Massey 
ticipantsl^  93  perale  to  profess  faith  completed  the  15  questions  of  the 
in  Jesus  Christ  and  made  about  1,200  survey  with  ease.  Then,  based  on  the 
one-on-one  witnessing  contacts,  said  responses  to  key  questions,  she  tum- 
Sarah  Dn^ere,  a  US-2  missionary  gj  thg  conversation  to  share  about 
wlro  dir^ted  the  CH^nvater  m^try.  how  she  had  found  meaning  for  her 
Overall,  at  least  138  professions  of  own  life 
faith  were  recorded  at  the  three 

beaches  during  Beach  Reach,  said  Massey  unfolded  a  small  white  tract 

Ihinmy  Davis,  director  of  special  mis-  printed  especially  fw  the  s|Ming  break 
Sion  ministries  for  the  Florida  crowd  and  explained  three  simple 
convention.  dia^ms  of  man’s  separation  from 

Davis,  who  has  ministered  around 

JitaiiriMbMke»sne«Han;saidri»  M— ly  r—nphitari  tin 

has  seen  the  number  of  unchurched  ^ct.  hCT  compaiuon  said  ste  would  - 

students  growing  each  year.  "They’re  “le  Jesus  she  had  just  Christian  Life  Commission,  March 

getting  harder  and  harder  to  reach,”  heard  about.  27-29  in  Kansas  City,  Ma 

she  said.  Mark  Wingfleld  writes  for  the  HMR  The  commission  honored  former 


God,  as  the  book  of  Genesis  has  it, 
was  careful  to  make  the  mountains, 
the  oceans,  the  plants,  and  the 
animals  first,  and  to  leave  man  and 
woman  for  last.  He  spared  Himself  a 
lot  of  gratuitious  advice.  —  Richard 
Edger  in  Quote. 


BEACH  REACH  —  Mark  Christie  (left),  a  student  at  Ouachita  Baptist  University,  riT*j)V1T1ir  womf^n 

witnesses  to  a  colle^  student  at  Clearwater  Beach,  Fla.,  during  spring  break.  Christie  r  WUlIlCll 

was  one  of  127  Christian  students  from  five  schools  participating  in  “Beach  Reach  nf  \)^11 

’89’’  at  Clearwater  Beach.  At  least  138  professions  of  faith  were  recorded  during  a  vvrtll 

month  of  ministries  at  three  Florida  beaches  in  March.  Beach  Reach  was  sponsored 

by  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  JERUSALEM,  Israel  (EP)  — 
(BP  photo  by  Mark  Wingfield)  Jewish  women  holding  a  prayer  ser¬ 

vice  at  the  Wailing  Wall  were  attack- 
^  ^  -r  t  -m-  ed  by  Orthodox  men  who  objected  to 

m  I  Jm  I  d  the  women  reading  the  ’Ibrah  and 

JVvy  y  ^  wearing  prayer  shawls,  things  women 

•  are  forbidden  to  do,  according  to  Or- 
KANSAS  CITY,  Ma  (BP)  —  A  CTiairman  Fred  Lackey,  pastor  of  thodox  men. 
pastor  ^  an  agency  executive  were  First  Baptist  Church  of  Athens,  Ala.,  “Hasidic  [Orthodox]  men  don’t  own 
honors  with  DisUnguished  Service  Uffy  jJewis,  president  of  the  the  wall,”  said  Susan  Kahn,  who 


nms 

S<Aittieri»“  "Baptist  Home  Mission  a  wcnnen’s  Ibrah  school  in  Jerusalem. 
Board  in  Atlanta  and  a  former  pastor  While  the  women  worshipped  at  an 
and  president  of  Hannibal  LaGrange  area  of  the  wall  designated  for 
Baptist  College  in  Hannibal,  Ma  wmnen,  dacens  of  Hasidic  Jewish  men 

struggked  with  police  outside  Some  of 
the  men  ran  to  a  men’s  section  of  the 
wall  adjacent  to  the  women’s  section 
but  separated  by  a  short  wall,  and 


llliw  Tllf  |J  began  throwing  metal  chairs  at  the 

women,  but  they  were  out  of  range. 

Finally  one  man  picked  up  a  heavy 

A  touch  of  spring  from  my  window 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  had  our  coldest  surely  can’t  complain,  because  I  throwing  it  at  their  heads.  Several 
night  of  the  winter.  thou^t  it  had  only  one.  And  I’m  look-  women  were  struck  down  and  one 

The  azaleas  and  other  shrubs  were  ing  forward  to  some  delicious  woman  suffered  a  gash  to  her  neck, 
in  full  bloOm.  Of  course,  all  the  bloom  peaches,  come  July.  Police  threw  tear  gas  at  the  Orthodox 

was  killed.  The  cannas  had  come  up  I  highly  recommend  a  peach  tree  as  a  final  measure  to  stop  the 

about  12  inches,  and  mums  and  other  a  shrub,  even  if  it  didn’t  have  anv  violence.  The  women  were  also  forc- 
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